
In this July 16, 2019, file photo United Auto Workers President Gary Jones speaks during the opening of their contract talks with General Motors in Detroit. 
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Strike looms at GM as UAW extends Ford, Fiat Chrysler pacts 


By TOM KRISHER 
AP Auto Writer 

DETROIT (AP) — Leaders of the 
United Auto Workers union have 
extended contracts with Ford and 
Fiat Chrysler indefinitely, but the 


pact with General Motors is still set 
to expire Saturday night. 

The move, plus a widening corrup¬ 
tion investigation of union leader¬ 
ship, puts added pressure on bar¬ 
gainers for both sides as they ap¬ 


proach the contract deadline and 
the union starts to make prepara¬ 
tions for a strike. 

The union has picked GM as the 
target company, meaning it is the 
focus of bargaining and would be 


the first company to face a walk¬ 
out. GM’s contract with the union 
is scheduled to expire at 11:59 p.m. 
Saturday. 

Continued on Page 3 
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NY finds $1B in hidden transfers by family behind OxyContin 


By ADAM GELLER AP Na¬ 
tional Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 

family that owns OxyCon¬ 
tin maker Purdue Pharma 
used Swiss and other hid¬ 
den accounts to transfer $1 
billion to themselves. New 
York’s attorney general 
contends in court papers 
filed Friday. 

New York — asking a judge 
to enforce subpoenas of 
companies, banks and 
advisers to Purdue and its 
owners, the Sackler fam¬ 
ily — said it has uncovered 
the previously unknown 
wire transfers among fam¬ 


ily members, entities they 
control and several finan¬ 
cial institutions. 

The transfers bolster alle¬ 
gations by New York and 
other states that the Sack- 
lers worked to shield their 
wealth in recent years be¬ 
cause of mounting worries 
about legal threats. 

Scores of those transac¬ 
tions sent millions of dollars 
to Mortimer D.A. Sackler, a 
former member of Purdue's 
board and a son of one of 
its founders, according to 
the filings. 

They point to $20 million 
shifted from a Purdue par- 
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Cars pass Purdue Pharma headquarters Thursday, Sept. 12, 2019, in Stamford, Conn. 
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ent company to Sackler, 
who then redirected sub¬ 
stantial amounts to shell 
companies that own family 
homes in Manhattan and 
the Hamptons. Another $64 
million in transfers to Sackler 
came from a previously un¬ 
known family trust, using a 
Swiss account, prosecutors 
said in their filing. 
Representatives for the 
branch of the family that 
includes Mortimer D.A. 
Sackler did not respond 
to requests for comment 
Friday. The filing, made in 
a New York court, follows 
decisions by that state and 
others to reject a tentative 
settlement with Stamford, 
Connecticut-based Pur¬ 
due, announced this week, 
arguing it does not do 
enough to make amends 


for the company’s and 
family’s alleged roles in 
flooding U.S. communities 
with prescription painkillers. 
As part of the settlement, 
Purdue is likely to soon file 
for bankruptcy protection. 
But New York and other 
states have promised they 
will continue to pursue the 
Sacklers, alleging that fam¬ 
ily members drained more 
than $4 billion from the 
company over the past 
dozen years. The family 
has used a complex chain 
of companies and trusts to 
control their holdings, some 
located in offshore tax ha¬ 
vens. 

The Sacklers had an esti¬ 
mated net worth of $13 
billion as of 2016, making 
them America’s 19th-rich- 
est family, according to 


Forbes magazine. 

In its filing Friday, New York 
told a state judge that the 
only way it can determine 
the full extent of those 
transfers is if all those it has 
subpoenaed are forced to 
provide documents detail¬ 
ing their interactions with 
the Sackler family. 

“While the Sacklers con¬ 
tinue to lowball victims and 
skirt a responsible settle¬ 
ment, we refuse to allow 
the family to misuse the 
courts in an effort to shield 
their financial misconduct. 
The limited number of doc¬ 
uments provided to us so 
far underscore the neces¬ 
sity for compliance with ev¬ 
ery subpoena,” New York 
Attorney General Letitia 
James said in a prepared 
statement. □ 
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Strike looms at GM as UAW extends Ford, Fiat Chrysler pacts 



United Auto Workers President Gary Jones, center, whose home 
was searched by FBI agents Wednesday as part of a corruption 
probe, walks with UAW members during the first part of the 
annual Labor Day parade in downtown Detroit on Monday, 
Sept. 2, 2019. 


Continued from Front 

It’s possible that the four- 
year GM contract also 
could be extended or a 
deal could be reached, but 
it’s more likely that 49,200 
UAW members could walk 
out of GM plants as early 
as Sunday because union 
and company demands 
are so far apart. 

Picket line schedules al¬ 
ready have been posted 
near the entrance to one 
local UAW office in Detroit. 
Art Wheaton, an auto in¬ 
dustry expert at the Worker 
Institute at Cornell Univer¬ 
sity, expects the GM con¬ 
tract to be extended for a 
time, but he says the gulf 
between both sides is wide. 
“GM is looking through the 
windshield ahead, and it 
looks like nothing but land 
mines," he said, citing a 
possible recession, trade 
disputes and the expense 
of developing electric and 
autonomous vehicles. “I 
think there’s really going 
to be a big problem down 
the road in matching the 
expectations of the union 
and the willingness of Gen¬ 
eral Motors to be able to 
give the membership what 
it wants." 

Plant-level union leaders 
from all over the country 
will be in Detroit on Sun¬ 
day to talk about the next 
steps, and after that, the 
union likely will make an 
announcement. 

But leaders are likely to 
face questions about an 
expanding federal cor¬ 
ruption probe that snared 
a top official on Thursday. 
Vance Pearson, head of a 
regional office based near 
St. Louis, was charged with 
corruption in an alleged 
scheme to embezzle union 
money and spend cash on 
premium booze, golf clubs, 
cigars and swanky stays 
in California. It’s the same 
region that UAW President 
Gary Jones led before tak¬ 
ing the union’s top office 
last year. 

Jones and other union ex¬ 
ecutives met privately at 
a hotel at Detroit Metro¬ 
politan Airport on Friday. 
After the meeting broke 
up, Jones’ driver and oth¬ 
ers physically blocked an 
Associated Press reporter 


from trying to approach 
him to ask questions. Jones 
has not been charged in 
the case. 

Union spokesman Brian 
Rothenberg said Friday 
night that Jones remains 
in office, as does Pearson. 
“They didn't make any 
changes,” he said. 

In a 40-page criminal com¬ 
plaint, the government al¬ 
leged that over $600,000 in 
UAW money was spent by 
union officials at businesses 
in the Palm Beach, Califor¬ 
nia, area, including at res¬ 
taurants, a golf resort, cigar 
shop and rental properties, 
between 2014 and 2017. 
The union said the govern¬ 
ment has misconstrued 
facts and said the alle¬ 
gations are not proof of 
wrongdoing. “Regardless, 
we will not let this distract 
us from the critical nego¬ 
tiations under way with GM 
to gain better wages and 
benefits,” Rothenberg said. 
At UAW Local 22 in Detroit, 
picket line schedules for 
three days were posted on 
the lobby windows. The lo¬ 
cal represents workers at 
a plant that straddles the 
border between Detroit 
and the hamlet of Ham- 
tramck. 

The 24-hour schedules 
don't list any date to start 
but a separate schedule 
has a group reporting to 
the union hall at 6 a.m. on 
Sunday. The factory, which 
makes the Chevrolet Im- 
pala and Cadillac CT6, is 
one of four that GM plans 
to close. 

Here are the main areas of 
disagreement: 

— GM is making big money, 
$8 billion last year alone, 
and workers want a big¬ 
ger slice. The union wants 
annual pay raises to guard 
against an economic 
downturn, but the compa¬ 
ny wants to pay lump sums 
tied to earnings. Automak¬ 
ers don't want higher fixed 
costs. 

— The union also wants 
new products for four fac¬ 
tories GM wants to close. 
The factory plans have 
irked some workers, al¬ 
though most those who 
were laid off will get jobs 
at other GM factories. GM 
currently has too much U.S. 
factory capacity. 


— The companies want to 
close the labor cost gap 
with workers at plants run 
by foreign automakers. 
GM's gap is the largest at 
$13 per hour, followed by 
Ford at $11 and Fiat Chrys¬ 
ler at $5, according to fig¬ 
ures from the Center for Au¬ 
tomotive Research, an in¬ 
dustry think tank. GM pays 
$63 per hour in wages and 
benefits compared with 
$50 at the foreign-owned 
factories. 

— Union members have 
great health insurance 
plans but workers pay 
about 4% of the cost. Em¬ 
ployees of large firms na¬ 
tionwide pay about 34%, 
according to the Kaiser 
Family Foundation. The 
companies would like to 
cut costs. If there is a strike, 
it would be the union's first 


since a short one against 
GM in 2007. 

The union may have to 
strike at least for a while to 
show workers that it got as 
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much from the company 
as it could, Wheaton said. 
Some workers, he said, mis¬ 
trust union leaders due to 
the corruption scandal.Q 
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In this Aug. 12, 2019, file photo, acting Director of United States 
Citizenship and Immigration Services Ken Cuccinelli speaks 
during a briefing at the White House, Monday, Aug. 12, 2019, in 
Washington. Associated Press 
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Trump official says asylum 
changes will drive down backlog 


By COLLEEN LONG and EL¬ 
LIOT SPAGAT 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A top 

Trump administration immi¬ 
gration official defended 
the effort to effectively end 
asylum at the U.S.-Mexico 
border for nearly all mi¬ 
grants, saying Friday it was 
necessary to drive down a 
massive backlog of immi¬ 
gration cases. 

Ken Cuccinelli, the acting 
head of U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services, 
told The Associated Press 
Friday that the Supreme 
Court’s decision this week 
to allow sweeping regula¬ 
tions to take effect while 
litigation continued was a 
big win for the government. 
“There’s no underselling it,” 
he said. 

The new policy will deny 
asylum to nearly all mi¬ 
grants arriving at the south¬ 
ern border who aren’t from 
Mexico because it disal¬ 
lows anyone who passes 
through another country 
without first seeking and 
failing to obtain asylum 
there. While officials say 
it's a crucial effort to help 
ease strain on the system, 
it's also a potentially potent 
deterrent. 

The rule falls most heav¬ 
ily on Central Americans, 
mainly Flondurans and 
Guatemalans, because 
they account for most peo¬ 
ple arrested or stopped at 
the border. 

Juan Carlos Perla, 36, said 
Friday that many asylum 
seekers from his native El 
Salvador have returned, in¬ 
cluding cousins who have 
stayed with him in a rented 
two-room house with do¬ 
nated furniture on the dis¬ 
tant outskirts of Tijuana. 
“People know that they 
aren't going to be allowed 
in. They’re desperate. 
Many don’t like it here. Life 
here isn’t easy,” he said. 

But it's also an enormous 
setback for other asylum 
seekers, including many 
Africans, Flaitians and Cu¬ 
bans who try to enter the 
United States via Mexico. 

It is perhaps the biggest 
change to U.S. asylum 
policy since it was estab¬ 
lished in 1980 and the most 


consequential move of 
President Donald Trump's 
crackdown on immigra¬ 
tion, a signature issue as 
he heads into a re-election 
campaign. 

Critics have accused the 
administration of callously 
closing the door on people 
fleeing persecution and 
abandoning America’s hu¬ 
manitarian tradition. 

Many of the officials who 
make determinations on 
asylum claims believe the 
new regulations are wrong, 
according to Michael 
Knowles, an asylum officer 
and spokesman for the 
AFGE National CIS Council 
119, which represents asy¬ 
lum officers. 

“You’re asking us to do 
something that we believe 
is unethical at best and 
illegal — if not an egre¬ 
gious human rights abuse 
at worst. It creates a moral 
dilemma for asylum officers 
because they are made to 
feel individually complicit in 
that abuse,” he said. 

Avril Benoit, executive di¬ 
rector of Doctors Without 
Borders, said the regula¬ 
tions guarantee vulnerable 
people will be exploited, 
forced to wait “in over¬ 
crowded shelters or on the 
street in unsafe cities along 
the US-Mexico border 
where they are targeted 
for robbery, extortion, and 
kidnapping.” 

Administration officials 
have brushed aside con¬ 
cerns over safety, arguing 
that significant humani¬ 
tarian progress had been 
made in countries like El 
Salvador and Guatemala. 
Cuccinelli praised Trump 
administration efforts he 
said were working toward 
lasting alliances. 

Homeland Security officials 
said that asylum screening 
will look generally the same 
as before, with the added 
hurdled of an additional 
question on whether the 
applicant had sought asy¬ 
lum elsewhere. 

Many asylum seekers de¬ 
nied refuge under the new 
policy will be placed in 
fast-track deportation pro¬ 
ceedings and flown home 
at U.S. expense, authorities 
said. It’s not clear how long 


that process would take. 
Cuccinelli said the new 
policy could mean more 
refugees allowed into the 
country next budget year. 
Officials have been eye¬ 
ing drastic cuts from 30,000 
to 10,000. Asylum officers 
are a separate pool from 
refugee officers, but many 
have been reassigned 
to the backlog of asylum 
cases. “Our biggest true 
backlog is the asylum case 
backlog. Over half that 
backlog, 335,000 cases is 
over two years old. That’s a 
real backlog.” 

An unprecedented surge 
of asylum-seeking families 
from Central America has 
overwhelmed U.S. authori¬ 
ties during Trump’s tenure. 
Under another Trump ad¬ 
ministration policy, intro¬ 
duced in January, more 
than 40,000 asylum seekers 
have been forced to wait 
in Mexico while their cases 
wind through the clogged 
immigration courts. 

Even before the new re¬ 
strictions took effect, many 
were giving up while wait¬ 
ing in dangerous Mexican 
border cities. Gustavo 
Banda, who manages the 
Ambassadors of Jesus shel¬ 
ter in Tijuana for about 600 
migrants, said recently that 
about half of residents who 
have been returned to 
Mexico to wait for hearings 
had returned home. 
Central American women 
staying at the shelter with 
young children said in inter¬ 
views they felt unsafe out¬ 
side the shelter and had no 
job prospects in Tijuana. 
The sense of despair was 
evident at a recent immi¬ 
gration hearing in San Di¬ 
ego, where only five peo¬ 
ple showed up on a docket 
of more than 40 cases. 

The first asylum seeker un¬ 
der the “Remain in Mexico” 
policy, a Honduran man 
who crossed the border 
in late January and spoke 
to The Associated Press 
last month on condition of 
anonymity out of fears for 
his personal safety, said he 
often saw other Central 
Americans toss their court 
documents in the garbage 
in Tijuana, certain they 
would never get asylum.Q 




























This 1989 file photo shows Father Arthur Perrault in Albuquerque, 


By MORGAN LEE and MARY 
HUDETZ 

Associated Press 
SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) — A 

former Roman Catholic 
priest who fled the coun¬ 
try decades ago was sen¬ 
tenced 

Friday in New Mexico to 30 
years in prison after a jury 
found him guilty of sexually 
abusing an altar boy at a 
veterans’ cemetery and 
military base. 

In ordering the sentence, 
U.S. District Judge Martha 
Vazquez said it was the 
worst case of child sex 
abuse she has handled 
over the course of 26 years. 
At one point, the judge de¬ 
manded that 81-year-old 
defendant Arthur Perrault 
look a woman in the eyes 
as she testified about be¬ 
ing abused by him. 

The judge also con¬ 
demned Perrault for only 
being concerned about 
his sexual needs. 

“You chose as a profession 
the life of being a priest. It 
was supposed to be your 
job to help, not destroy,” 
she said. 

Prosecutors had asked the 
judge for special consid¬ 
eration of a life sentence 
for Perrault, once a pastor 
at an Albuquerque parish 
and a chaplain at Kirtland 
Air Force Base. 

He was convicted in April 
of six counts of aggravat¬ 
ed sexual abuse and one 
count of abusive sexual 
contact with a minor un¬ 
der 12. 

“It is a long sentence but 
certainly a fitting one given 
the length of his conduct 
and devastating impact,” 
U.S. Attorney John Ander¬ 
son said. 

Perrault pleaded not guilty 
after he was returned to 
the U.S. from Morocco in 
2017 and maintained his 
innocence at the sentenc¬ 
ing. His defense team plans 
to file an appeal. 

The abuse counts stemmed 
from the treatment of one 
boy at Kirtland Air Force 
Base in Albuquerque and 
at Santa Fe National Cem¬ 
etery. The two sites are 
within federal jurisdiction, 
which allowed U.S. authori¬ 
ties to file charges with no 
statute of limitations. 


Several people who were 
not involved in the specific 
charges were allowed Fri¬ 
day to recount abuse by 
Perrault and describe their 
emotional and mental an¬ 
guish. 

Elaine Montoya said her 
first kiss came from Perrault 
at the start of a two-year 
sexual relationship. 

“He had convinced me 
that it was normal ... a gift 
from God,” she told the 
court. Charles Starzynski 
said his first sexual expe¬ 
rience was with Perrault 
instead of any of the girls 
he liked. He called the for¬ 
mer priest a con man con¬ 
cerned only with his image 
of sophistication. 

“You’re just a jerk,” he said. 
In his only comments, Per¬ 


rault said he had not made 
initial eye contact with the 
people who testified be¬ 
cause he is hard of hearing 
and was watching a com¬ 
puter to read transcriptions 
of what was being said. 

He declined several op¬ 
portunities to make other 
remarks. 

Authorities say their de¬ 
cades-long pursuit of Per¬ 
rault led them to Morocco 
— a country that does not 
have an extradition treaty 
with the United States — 
and showed how far they 
were willing to go to seek 
justice. 

Perrault was in jail at the 
time and Moroccan offi¬ 
cials decided to honor an 
arrest warrant presented 
by U.S. authorities. 


N.M. 

The archdiocese is in bank¬ 
ruptcy proceedings as a 
result of the abuse scandal. 
Perrault first arrived in New 
Mexico in the 1960s after 
church officials in Con¬ 
necticut sent him to a cen- 
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ter that treated priests ac¬ 
cused of abuse. Located in 
the Jemez Mountains north 
of Albuquerque, the facility 
was operated by the Ser¬ 
vants of the Paraclete reli¬ 
gious order.Q 
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In era of legal pot, can police search cars based on odor? 



In this Nov. 21, 2014 file photo, a man smokes medical marijuana at his home in Belfast, Maine. 


By MICHAEL RUBINKAM 
Associated Press 

Sniff and search is no lon¬ 
ger fhe default for police in 
some of the 33 states that 
have legalized marijuana. 
Traditionally, an officer 
could use the merest whiff 
of weed to justify a warrant¬ 
less vehicle search, and 
whatever turned up — pot, 
other kinds of illegal drugs, 
something else the motorist 
wasn't allowed to have — 
could be used as evidence 
in court. That's still true in 
the minority of states where 
marijuana remains verbo- 
ten. But the legal analy¬ 
sis is more complicated 
in places where pot has 
been approved for medi¬ 
cal or adult use, and courts 
are beginning to weigh in. 
The result is that, in some 
states, a police officer who 
sniffs out pot isn’t necessar¬ 
ily allowed to go through 
someone’s automobile — 
because the odor by itself 
is no longer considered evi¬ 
dence of a crime. 

“It’s becoming more diffi¬ 
cult to say, ‘I smell marijua¬ 
na, I can search the car.’ 
It’s not always an automat¬ 
ic thing,” said Kyle Clark, 
who oversees drug impair¬ 
ment recognition training 


programs at the Interna¬ 
tional Association of Chiefs 
of Police. 

For nearly 100 years, the 
U.S. Supreme Court has 
recognized an “automo¬ 
bile exception” to the 
Fourth Amendment's ban 
on unreasonable searches 
and seizures, giving law 
enforcement the right to 
conduct a warrantless 
search if there is reason to 
suspect a vehicle is hiding 
contraband or evidence 
of a crime. Police have 
long used the exception to 
conduct vehicle searches 
based on the pungent, dis¬ 
tinctive odor of pot. 
Increasingly, motorists in 
states where marijuana 
is legal in some form are 
pushing back when police 
insist on a search — espe¬ 
cially if that search yields 
evidence of a crime. 

Last month, a Pennsylvania 
judge declared that state 
police didn’t have a valid 
legal reason for search¬ 
ing a car just because it 
smelled like cannabis, since 
the front-seat passenger 
had a medical marijuana 
card. The search yielded 
a loaded handgun and a 
small amount of marijua¬ 
na in an unmarked plastic 


baggie — evidence the 
judge suppressed. 

“The ‘plain smell’ of mari¬ 
juana alone no longer 
provides authorities with 
probable cause to con¬ 
duct a search of a subject 
vehicle,” Lehigh County 
Judge Maria Dantos wrote, 
because it’s “no longer 
indicative of an illegal or 
criminal act.” She said that 
once the passenger pre¬ 
sented his medical mari¬ 
juana card, it was “illogical, 
impractical and unreason¬ 
able" for troopers to con¬ 
clude a crime had been 
committed. 

Prosecutors have ap¬ 
pealed the ruling, arguing 
the search was legal un¬ 
der recent state Supreme 
Court precedent. But they 
acknowledge that marijua¬ 
na odor is an evolving issue 
in the courts. 

“We want to get it right," 
said Heather Gallagher, 
chief of appeals in the dis¬ 
trict attorney’s office. “We 
need guidance, so law en¬ 
forcement knows what to 
do.” 

Other states’ courts have 
curtailed searches based 
on odor. 

Massachusetts' highest 
court has said repeatedly 
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that the smell of marijuana 
alone cannot justify a war¬ 
rantless vehicle search. 
In Vermont, the state Su¬ 
preme Court ruled in Janu¬ 
ary that the “faint odor of 
burnt marijuana” didn’t 
give state police the right 
to impound and search a 
man’s car. Colorado’s Su¬ 
preme Court ruled in May 
that because a drug-de¬ 
tection dog was trained to 
sniff for marijuana — which 
is legal in the state — along 
with several illegal drugs, 
police could not use the 
dog's alert to justify a ve¬ 
hicle search. 

“Smell alone is gradually 
becoming no excuse for 
getting around the Fourth 
Amendment,” said Keith 
Stroup, legal director of the 
National Organization for 
the Reform of Marijuana 
Laws. “It’s a major devel¬ 
opment, and it's going to 
provide a layer of protec¬ 
tion that we lost sometime 
in the past.” 

But not every court has 
ruled against sniff and 
search. 

Maryland’s high court 
quoted the title of Bob 
Dylan's “The Times They Are 
A-Changin'” in ruling last 
month that police did an 


unlawful body search of a 
motorist whose car smelled 
of marijuana and con¬ 
tained a joint on the center 
console. But the court also 
decided that police were 
entitled to search the car it¬ 
self, noting that marijuana is 
still considered contraband 
despite the state's medical 
marijuana program, and 
people have a “diminished 
expectation of privacy” in 
an automobile. 

Judges have also ruled 
that marijuana odor can 
be used in conjunction with 
other factors to support a 
search. If the smell is over¬ 
powering, for example, 
an officer might conclude 
the motorist has a quantity 
of cannabis far in excess 
of what's allowed. Driv¬ 
ing under the influence of 
marijuana is illegal in all 50 
states, so police are free to 
search the car of a driver 
who shows signs of impair¬ 
ment. 

The longstanding federal 
ban on marijuana, and 
whether a state’s marijua¬ 
na law is broad or narrow in 
scope, are additional fac¬ 
tors that courts have con¬ 
sidered, said Alex Kreit, vis¬ 
iting professor at the Drug 
Enforcement and Policy 
Center at Ohio State Uni¬ 
versity’s law school. 

On patrol, some officers are 
taking heed of the chang¬ 
ing landscape. 

In Michigan, medical mari¬ 
juana patient Craig Can¬ 
terbury said he produced 
his ID card after state po¬ 
lice told him they smelled 
marijuana in his van during 
a traffic stop last year. 
“They looked at the card, 
made sure it was legal, and 
that was that,” Canterbury 
said. He said he wouldn’t 
have agreed to a vehicle 
search “because I had 
shown we were legal.” 
When David Boyer, former 
Maine political director of 
the Marijuana Policy Proj¬ 
ect, was pulled over for 
speeding last year, the of¬ 
ficer said she smelled mari¬ 
juana in his car. Boyer, who 
said he had consumed 
cannabis at a friend’s 
house several hours ear¬ 
lier, reminded the officer it 
was legal in Maine and told 
her he wasn’t under the 
influence. □ 
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Jury pool for cop who killed black man asked about biases 


By JAKE BLEIBERG 
Associated Press 
DALLAS (AP) — Prosecutors 
and defense attorneys in 
the murder trial of a white 
Dallas police officer who 
fatally shot her unarmed 
black neighbor inside his 
own apartment worked 
Friday to get potential ju¬ 
rors to open up about bi¬ 
ases and feelings they 
might have about police, 
in a case that has sparked 
fierce debate over race, 
politics and policing. 

A week after jury selection 
began, would-be jurors in 
Amber Guyger’s trial for 
the killing of Botham Jean 
returned to a Dallas court¬ 
house where they were 
questioned by attorneys 
and the judge about their 
ability to serve in the high- 
profile case. 

The demographics of the 
jury will be closely watched 
in the case that has drawn 
widespread attention and 
sparked outrage. While 
lawyers did not ask the jury 
pool explicitly about race, 
critics — including Jean’s 
family — have questioned 
why Guyger was not taken 
into custody immediately 
after the shooting and 
whether race played a 
factor in her decision to use 
deadly force. 

Guyger, who has since 
been fired, shot and killed 
Jean in the apartment 
building where they both 
lived last September. 
Guyger, 31, was off duty 
but still in uniform after fin¬ 
ishing what she told inves¬ 
tigators was a 15-hour shift. 
She said that she confused 
Jean's apartment with her 
own , which was directly 
below his, and mistook the 
26-year-old accountant 
from the Caribbean island 
nation St. Lucia for a bur¬ 
glar. 

John Helms, a Dallas-based 
defense attorney and for¬ 
mer federal prosecutor 


who isn’t involved in the 
case, said potential jurors’ 
views on race and their 
interactions with law en¬ 
forcement will be relevant 
to who is picked. 

“Without knowing anything 
more about a person, race 
— I think — can be an indi¬ 
cator of how a person may 
feel about this case going 
in,” Helms said. “It would 
be naive to think that race 
would not be a factor in 
the minds of the lawyers 
who are doing the jury se¬ 
lection." 

Lawyers' questions Friday 
and the range of respons¬ 
es from the potential jurors 
showcased the varied is¬ 
sues at play. State District 
Judge Tammy Kemp issued 
a gag order in the case in 
January, barring attorneys 
involved from speaking 
about it publicly. 

But some questions posed 
Friday hinted at likely strat¬ 
egies the prosecution and 
defense may return to dur¬ 
ing trial. 

Assistant District Attorney 
Jason Fine focused on per¬ 
spectives on policing, while 
much of Guyger defense 
attorney Toby Shook’s 
questioning centered on le¬ 
gal aspects of self-defense. 
When asked whether 
Guyger's work would 
“change the burden of 
proof” she needed, a white 
woman said, “I do believe 
that a police officer should 
be held to a higher stan¬ 
dard.” 

Several other people, most¬ 
ly men, said they’d be un¬ 
able to convict Guyger be¬ 
cause she’d been a Dallas 
officer when she shot Jean. 
Only about a dozen of 
the 220 potential jurors 
raised their hands when 
Fine asked who had heard 
“nothing” about the case. 
While questioning the pool 
about how they handle 
working long hours or a lack 
of sleep, a police detective 



Fired Dallas police Officer Amber Guyger, right, arrives for jury selection in her murder trial at the 
Frank Crowley Courthouse in downtown Dallas, Friday, Sept. 13, 2019. 

Associated Press 


from the Dallas suburb of 
Plano responded that he 
used to talk to people on 
the phone to stay awake 
as he drove home from 
long shifts. 

Fine asked the detective 
whether police camarade¬ 
rie would affect the man's 
ability to impartially decide 
this case. The man an¬ 
swered: “No, sir. I believe I 
can judge fairly.” 

Kemp, the judge, urged 
the pool to “set aside any 
preconceived notions” 
of what happened when 
Guyger shot Jean because 
they might be “far afield.” 
Kemp was firm that 12 jurors 
and four alternates would 
be selected Friday, a week 
from when the process be¬ 
gan on Sept. 6. 

Kemp also said there is a 
“strong likelihood” that the 
jury will be sequestered for 
the duration of the trial, 
which is set to start Sept. 23. 
Last week, on the anniver¬ 


sary of Jean’s death, hun¬ 
dreds of potential jurors 
were given questionnaires 
asking about their views 
and knowledge of the 
case. 

Attorneys for Guyger re¬ 
quested in July that her 
trial be moved to another 
county, claiming “prejudi¬ 
cial” media coverage and 
statements from public of¬ 
ficials “poisoned the jury 
pool” in Dallas. Kemp has 
said she will see whether a 
jury can be seated before 
ruling on the request. 

Jean graduated in 2016 
from Harding University in 
Arkansas, where he often 
led campus religious ser¬ 
vices as a student. He had 
worked for accounting firm 
PwC since graduating. 
After shooting Jean, 
Guyger can be heard in 
a recording of a 911 call 
apologizing to him. She tells 
a 911 dispatcher nearly 
20 times while waiting for 


emergency responders to 
arrive that she thought she 
was in her own apartment. 
Guyger told investigators 
her apartment was on the 
third floor but that she had 
parked on the fourth floor 
where Jean lived instead, 
according to an affidavit, 
possibly suggesting that 
she was confused or disori¬ 
ented. 

She initially was arrested on 
a manslaughter charge, 
but a grand jury decided 
on the more serious charge 
of murder. □ 
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Hungary's Orban points to 
‘enlargement fatigue’ 



In this Wednesday, Sept. 6, 2017, Hungarian Justice Minister 
Laszlo Trocsanyi attends a news conference after the decision 
of the Court of Justice of Luxembourg about the EU migrant 
quotas at the Parliament in Budapest, Hungary. 

Associated Press 


By PABLO GORONDI 
Associated Press 
BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) — 

Hungary’s prime minister 
said Friday that Western 
countries in the European 
Union are suffering from 
“enlargement fatigue” and 
using newer members as a 
scapegoat for their prob¬ 
lems. 

“Those in the West are 
exhausted from enlarge¬ 
ment,” Prime Minister Viktor 
Orban said on state radio, 
adding that there was a 
mistaken view in Western 
Europe “that if expansion 
had not taken place ... 
then the Western half of 
the continent would per¬ 
form much better.” 

Orban also said that if coun¬ 
tries like Serbia had been 
part of the EU already dur¬ 
ing the 2015 migration crisis, 
“illegal migrants wouldn’t 
have reached Germany.” 
Orban, who in 2015 or¬ 
dered fences protected 
by razor wire built on Hun¬ 
gary’s southern borders 
with Serbia and Croatia to 
stem the flow of people 
trying to reach Western Eu¬ 
rope, said that had North 
Macedonia, Serbia and 
Montenegro been in the 
EU at the time, the migrants 
would have been stopped 
there after going through 
Greece. 

Orban said he was pleased 
that former Hungarian Jus¬ 
tice Minister Laszlo Troc¬ 
sanyi has been selected as 
EU commissioner for neigh¬ 
borhood and enlargement 


issues, even if he expected 
the nominee to encounter 
“heated moments" during 
upcoming hearings before 
the EU parliament’s vote on 
the new EU Commission. 
Hungary is facing EU action 
regarding the rule of law 
and democratic proce¬ 
dures, including over laws 
enacted during Trocsanyi's 
ministerial tenure, but Or¬ 
ban said there could be 
no professional objections 
to Trocsanyi, who earlier 
was an ambassador and a 
member of Hungary’s con¬ 
stitutional court, only “that 
he is Hungarian.” 

Hungary has been a strong 
advocate for EU enlarge¬ 
ment, even despite snags 
in bilateral relations with 
some of its neighboring 
countries — earlier with Ser¬ 
bia or Romania, for exam¬ 
ple, and now with Ukraine 
— over the rights of Hun¬ 
garian minorities there. 
Trocsanyi’s nomination was 
welcomed by authorities 
in Serbia and the Serb-run 
part of neighboring Bosnia, 
who have close relations 
with Orban. 

“It is important that this is 
someone from the region, 
someone with a balanced 
approach, someone who 
is an honest friend of the 
region,” Serbian President 
Aleksadar Vucic said. 
Asked about Trocsanyi’s 
nomination by a Serbian 
reporter during a meeting 
of regional leader Thursday 
in Prague, Orban said: “If 
I were a Serb, I would be 



happy.” Bosnian Serb lead¬ 
er Milorad Dodik, who is the 
Serb member of Bosnia's 
multi-ethnic presidency, 
also said it was “important” 
that the new enlargement 
commissioner would be 
from Hungary.” 

“They have a better feel 
for the Balkans than some 
other European countries,” 
Dodik said. 

Suzana Grubjesic, a former 
deputy prime minister of 
Serbia now secretary gen¬ 
eral of European Move¬ 
ment Serbia, a pro-EU civic 
organization, said Trocsanyi 
would face difficulties both 
in the Balkans and Brussels. 
“He will have a tough job 
to, on one hand, try to re¬ 
vive hope of a European 
perspective” among the 
countries in the Western 
Balkans, following wide¬ 
spread disappointment 
after the latest EU summit, 
Grubjesic said in a tele¬ 
phone interview. 

“Even a tougher job would 
be to convince the EU 
member states to put back 
enlargement high on their 
agenda.” 

Others in the Balkans, how¬ 
ever, were skeptical about 
Trocsanyi, especially on 
how much he would focus 
on bringing the rule of law 
in the candidate countries 
up to EU standards. 

Bosnia's Klix news portal, 
for example, carried anal¬ 
ysis headlined “Why the 
appointment of Trocsanyi 
may be the worst signal for 
Bosnia from the EU in the 
last five years.” 

Edit Inotai, a senior fellow at 
the Centre for Euro-Atlantic 
Integration and Democra¬ 
cy, a Budapest-based think 
tank, said press freedoms 
or judicial independence 
would be not a priority for 
the Hungarian commission¬ 
er candidate. 

“Trocsanyi will not make 
strong demands for the 
strengthening of the rule of 
law in these countries,” Ino¬ 
tai said. 

“Instead, he will emphasize 
how important enlarge¬ 
ment is for the EU from an 
economic or security per¬ 
spective, or to avoid the 
advance of Islam, Turkey or 
Russia in the region.”□ 


Paris sees biggest 
transport strike in 
decade over pensions 



Commuters wait to board a train, in Gare du Nord railway 
station, in Paris, Friday, Sept. 13, 2019. 
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By SYLVIE CORBET 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — The big¬ 
gest strike to hit Paris 
public transport since 
2007 created major 
traffic jams Friday, dis¬ 
rupting tourists’ plans 
and forcing commuters 
to work from home or 
find alternative ways to 
reach the office. 

French unions were pro¬ 
testing plans for sweep¬ 
ing pension changes 
by President Emmanuel 
Macron's government 
that aim to create a uni¬ 
versal pension system, 
instead of having dif¬ 
ferent pension rules for 
different jobs. Critics say 
that will do away with 
some transport workers’ 
right to retire early. The 
fight against the pension 
changes now includes 
plans for pilots, nurses 
and lawyers to strike 
and protest Monday. 
Paris public transport 
company RATP said 10 
metro lines were closed 
Friday and several oth¬ 
ers, including the RER 
suburban rail, were se¬ 
verely disrupted. The 
French capital was crip¬ 
pled by traffic jams at 
rush hour Friday morn¬ 
ing. Many Parisians and 
tourists used city bikes 
and electric scooters, 
or simply walked, to get 
around. Bus and tram 
schedules were also dis¬ 
rupted. 

Messages in French and 
English on train and bus 
platforms warned pas¬ 
sengers about the strike, 
the biggest in 12 years. 
The few trains still circu¬ 
lating were noticeably 


less crowded than usual. 
The ride-hailing compa¬ 
ny Uber hoped to capi¬ 
talize on the disruptions 
by offering two 15-min- 
ute rides free on the 
Jump electric bikes and 
scooters it has placed 
around the city. 

RATP employees were 
protesting a pension 
change planned for 
next year that critics say 
will make them work 
longer before retire¬ 
ment. RATP employees 
are among the French 
workers who benefit 
from a special pension 
regime that currently al¬ 
lows them to retire on a 
full pension earlier than 
most other French work¬ 
ers. 

Macron says the 
planned changes 

would make the public 
pension system “fairer.” 
He has promised the le¬ 
gal retirement age will 
remain at 62 but new 
conditions will encour¬ 
age people to work lon¬ 
ger before retiring. The 
government also wants 
to apply the same rules 
to all new retirees order 
to replace the 42 differ¬ 
ent retirement systems 
specific to certain jobs. 
At Le Vesinet, west of 
Paris, commuter Benja¬ 
min Royoux said he was 
“rather pleasantly sur¬ 
prised” to find that there 
were trains every 15 min¬ 
utes. But Royoux, who 
uses his electric scooter 
in downtown Paris, was 
worried there could be 
more strikes. 

“One day is going to be 
ok. But if it continues ... 
we'll see," he said. 
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Johnson, Juncker to meet in a bid for a Brexit breakthrough 



Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson makes a speech at the Convention of the North at the Magna 
Centre in Rotherham, England, Friday, Sept. 13, 2019. 


By GREGORY KATZ 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — British 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
and European Commis¬ 
sion President Jean-Claude 
Juncker will hold talks next 
week to try to break the 
Brexit impasse as both sides 
seek to avert what could 
be a disastrous “no-deal” 
departure. 

“There is the rough shape 
of the deal to be done," 
Johnson said Friday. 

“I would say I'm cautious¬ 
ly optimistic" that a new 
agreement can be forged, 
even as officials warned 
against expecting any sud¬ 
den breakthrough Mon¬ 
day. 

Juncker told Germany’s 
Deutschlandfunk radio in 
an interview to be broad¬ 
cast Sunday that he was 
hoping for some alterna¬ 
tive proposals but wasn’t 
optimistic at resolving the 
stalemate. 

Johnson, who traveled to 
the English town of Rother¬ 
ham, was interrupted dur¬ 
ing a speech by a hackler 
angry at his legally ques¬ 
tionable decision to sus¬ 
pend Parliament for five 
weeks during the crucial 
period leading up to the 
Oct. 31 deadline for Brit¬ 
ain's departure from the 
European Union. 

The heckler urged John¬ 
son to “get back to Parlia¬ 
ment” to sort out “the mess 
that you have created.” 
Johnson and Juncker will 
meet in Brussels for a discus¬ 
sion expected to include 
new suggestions from Brit¬ 
ain. 

The meeting comes as low¬ 
er-level Brexit negotiations 
have produced no visible 


signs of progress as the 
deadline nears, although 
EU negotiators say they 
believe Johnson is actively 
pursuing a deal. 

The key stumbling block 
remains the so-called Irish 
backstop, a maneuver to 
prevent both sides from 
putting in a hard border 
between Ireland, which is 
in the EU, and Northern Ire¬ 
land, which is part of the 
United Kingdom. British of¬ 
ficials fear the backstop 
could keep Britain tied to 
EU rules and regulations 
even after it withdraws 
from the bloc. 

Irish Prime Minister Leo 
Varadkar warned that the 
two sides are still very far 
apart despite recent re¬ 
ports of progress in the talks. 
Monday’s meeting will take 
place after Juncker's latest 
comments this week that 
Britons were only “part¬ 


time Europeans” since they 
joined the EU and were 
never fully in the bloc. He 
made these comments in 
an interview with Euronews 
“The British were told for 
more than 40 years that 
they were in, but they did 
not want to share all the 
policies that have been 
decided. 

The British, since the very 
beginning, were part-time 
Europeans, what we need 
are full-time Europeans,” he 
said. 

Juncker cautioned that 
Brexit would be a “lose- 
lose” situation for both the 
EU and the U.K. 

Johnson's maneuvering 
room has been greatly lim¬ 
ited even as his team tries 
to come up with a solution 
to the backstop problem. 
He has repeatedly vowed 
to leave the EU on Oct. 31 
with or without a deal, but 


Associated Press 

Parliament has passed a 
law saying he must seek 
an extension to the dead¬ 
line if no deal is reached by 
mid-October. Johnson has 
indicated he will not do so, 
although he has stopped 
short of explicitly saying he 
would ignore the law. 

John Bercow, the retiring 
speaker of Britain’s House 
of Commons, says Par¬ 
liament is willing to take 
forceful actions to ensure 
the law designed to block 
a no-deal Brexit is followed. 
The influential speaker says 
he will allow “procedural 
creativity” in making sure 
Johnson does not violate 
the new law, which took ef¬ 
fect this week. 

Johnson has declared he 
would rather be “dead 
in a ditch” than delay 
Brexit again. Britain voted 
to leave the EU in a 2016 
referendum but has not 


reached consensus on how 
to do so. 

Bercow said in a speech 
Thursday night that John¬ 
son must obey the law and 
that it is “astonishing” that 
any other course is being 
contemplated. 

“It would be the most ter¬ 
rible example to set to the 
rest of society,” he said. 
Bercow plans to step down 
by the end of October but 
it is clear he will use his final 
weeks to make sure Par¬ 
liament's will is respected 
on the crucial question of 
leaving the bloc. 

The British government's 
own assessment suggests 
an abrupt departure from 
the EU’s single market with¬ 
out an agreement risks se¬ 
vere economic problems 
and possible food and 
medicine shortages in Brit¬ 
ain. 

Parliament is currently sus¬ 
pended, or prorogued, for 
five weeks. Johnson’s de¬ 
cision to suspend the leg¬ 
islative branch for such an 
extended period, however, 
has been ruled unlawful 
by a Scottish court and will 
be taken up by the U.K. Su¬ 
preme Court on Tuesday. 
Court documents released 
Thursday night show that 
Court of Session judges did 
not believe Johnson’s deci¬ 
sion to suspend Parliament 
was routine, as the prime 
minister claimed, but was 
actually made for the “un¬ 
lawful” purpose of avoiding 
scrutiny during the run-up 
to Brexit. 

The judges said Johnson's 
decision undercut the sov¬ 
ereignty of Parliament, 
which is one of the pillars 
of Britain's constitutional 
system.□ 











SATURDAY 14 SEPTEMBER 


A10 lWORLD NEWS 



UAE says 6 troops killed in ‘collision,’ without elaborating 


By JON GAMBRELL 
Associated Press 
DUBAI, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates (AP) — Six Emirati 
troops have been killed in a 
“collision,” the United Arab 
Emirates said Friday, with¬ 
out elaborating or offering 
a location or time for the 
incident that comes after 
the federation of sheikh¬ 
doms began pulling out of 
a Saudi-led war in Yemen. 
Details about what hap¬ 
pened remained vague, 
with the state-run WAM 
news agency citing the 
General Command of the 
UAE Armed Forces for the 
information. Flowever, Ye¬ 
meni officials speaking to 
The Associated Press said 
the troops were killed in a 
road crash in southern Ye¬ 
men. 

Among the six troops killed 
was a captain, the WAM 
report said, identifying 
those killed by name. 

“The General Command of 
the Armed Forces extends 
its condolences and sym¬ 
pathy to the families of the 
martyrs,” its statement said. 
“May Allah Almighty grant 
them peace and forgive¬ 
ness and life in paradise." 
The statement gave no de¬ 
tails of the crash, nor the 
vehicles involved. 

Yemeni security officials, 
speaking on condition of 



In this Sept. 17,2015 photo, an Emirati gunner watches for enemy fire from the rear gate of a United 
Arab Emirates Chinook military helicopter flying over Yemen. 


anonymity, told The Associ¬ 
ated Press that the Emirati 
troops died in a traffic crash 
in Yemen's southern Shab- 
wa province. They spoke 
on condition of anonym¬ 
ity as they were not autho¬ 
rized to speak to journalists. 
Shabwa is held by the Emi- 
rati-backed Southern Tran¬ 
sitional Council and largely 
has avoided conflict for 
much of the war, though 
it’s known to be an area 
home to al-Qaida militants. 


The UAE entered Yemen's 
war in March 2015 along¬ 
side Saudi Arabia to back 
Yemen’s internationally 
recognized government, 
which the Plouthis reb¬ 
els had pushed out of the 
capital, Sanaa. The Emir¬ 
ates largely has handled 
ground operations in Ye¬ 
men’s south in the con¬ 
flict, while the Saudis have 
bombed from the air and 
handles operations in 
northern Yemen. 


Associated Press 

The war has pushed Ye¬ 
men to the brink of famine 
and killed more than 90,000 
people since 2015, ac¬ 
cording to the U.S.-based 
Armed Conflict Location 
& Event Data Project, or 
ACLED, which tracks the 
conflict. 

The UAE has not published 
overall casualty figures in 
the war. Flowever, it has 
acknowledged individu¬ 
al incidents, the worst of 
which came in the war’s 


opening months when 45 
Emirati troops were killed 
by a rebel missile attack. It 
marked the deadliest day 
for its military in the 47-year 
history of the federation of 
seven sheikhdoms on the 
Arabian Peninsula home 
to Dubai. The UAE has not 
publicly acknowledged 
how many troops it with¬ 
drew from Yemen since 
June. Yemeni officials have 
suggested Emirati troop 
strength has dropped by as 
much as 75% out of around 
10,000 troops. 

The Emirati withdrawal fol¬ 
lowed rising tensions be¬ 
tween Iran and the U.S. 
over Tehran’s collapsing 
nuclear deal with world 
powers, suggesting Abu 
Dhabi worried about hav¬ 
ing forces at home in case 
an armed conflict broke 
out. 

While Emirati troops often 
weren’t directly involved 
in front-line combat, they 
organized local forces and 
handled intelligence op¬ 
erations in Yemen's south. 
Those forces included sep¬ 
aratists seeking their own 
nation who have swept 
into areas to seize control 
from Yemen’s internation¬ 
ally recognized govern¬ 
ment, leading to clashes 
between the supposed 
alliesO 


Taliban visits Moscow days after Trump says talks ‘dead’ 



In this June 30, 2018, file photo. Kremlin guards perform in 
Red Square with St. Basil's Cathedral in the background in 
Moscow, Russia. 
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By KATHY GANNON 
JIM HEINTZ 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — A nego¬ 
tiating team from the Tal¬ 
iban arrived Friday in Rus¬ 
sia, a representative told 
The Associated Press, just 


days after U.S. President 
Donald Trump declared 
dead a deal with the insur¬ 
gent group in Afghanistan. 
Russian state news agen¬ 
cy Tass cited the Taliban’s 
Qatar-based spokesman 
Suhail Shaheen as say¬ 


ing the delegation had 
held consultations with 
Zamir Kabulov, President 
Vladimir Putin’s envoy for 
Afghanistan. The visit was 
confirmed to the AP by a 
Taliban official who spoke 
on condition of anonym¬ 
ity because he was not 
authorized to talk to re¬ 
porters. The Interfax news 
agency cited an uniden¬ 
tified Russian Foreign Min¬ 
istry spokesman as saying 
the meeting Russia un¬ 
derlined the necessity of 
renewing talks between 
the U.S. and the Taliban, 
and that the Taliban con¬ 
firmed their readiness to 
continuing dialogue with 
Washington. It was the Tal¬ 
iban's first international vis¬ 
it following the collapse of 
talks with Washington. The 


team was being led by 
Mullah Sher Mohammad 
Stanikzai. In a weekend 
tweet. Trump had called 
off negotiations and can¬ 
celed a meeting he said 
he wanted to have with 
Afghan government lead¬ 
ers and the Taliban at the 
Camp David presidential 
retreat. Shaheen told the 
Taliban’s official website 
on Tuesday that the group 
was still communicating 
with U.S. negotiators, at 
least to find out what to 
do next. The Taliban shura, 
or leadership council, op¬ 
posed its negotiators go¬ 
ing to Camp David and 
admonished those who 
had accepted U.S. peace 
envoy Zalmay Khalilzad’s 
invitation that was extend¬ 
ed at the end of August. 


Shaheen was quoted on 
the website as saying the 
Camp David visit was de¬ 
layed, saying the Taliban 
wanted the agreement 
signed and witnessed by 
foreign ministers of several 
countries, including Russia. 
Fie said Taliban also want¬ 
ed Qatar to announce the 
agreement before any 
Camp David meeting. 
Moscow has been ac¬ 
cused of aiding theTaliban 
as a safeguard against a 
burgeoning Islamic State 
affiliate that has close ties 
to the Islamic Movement 
of Afghanistan, a militant 
group in Central Asia. Rus¬ 
sia has stepped up its de¬ 
fenses in Central Asia and 
has claimed thousands of 
IS fighters were in northern 
Afghanistan □ 
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South African leader drops UN visit as women protest attacks 



Demonstrators hold up banners in Sandton, Johannesburg, Friday Sept. 13, 2019, as they protest 
against gender-based violence. 


By MOGOMOTSI MAGOME 
KRISTA MAHR 
Associated Press 
JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 

South Africa’s president on 
Friday canceled a visit to 
the United Nations’ annual 
gathering of world lead¬ 
ers this month to focus on 
unrest over gender-based 
violence and xenophobic 
attacks, while women held 
another protest to express 
their fears. Hundreds gath¬ 
ered outside the Johan¬ 
nesburg Stock Exchange to 
demand stronger govern¬ 
ment and business-sector 
action against rising levels 
of rapes and other sexual 
offenses. Some members of 
the ruling African National 
Congress party called on 
the government to declare 
a state of emergency. 

New data on gender- 
based violence fueled 
concerns. Police on Thurs¬ 
day released annual crime 
statistics saying sexual of¬ 
fenses and rape rose 4.6% 
and 3.9%, respectively, in 
the past year. 

Women across South Africa 
have been sharing their 
experiences of violence 
and their fears on social 
media with the hashtag 
#AmlNext. Friday's dem¬ 
onstration followed several 
days of protests in Cape 


Town last week after a 
spate of murders of young 
women and children. 
President Cyril Ramapho- 
sa told reporters that “the 
women of our country are 
afraid” and he vowed to 
introduce measures to help 
give them “the safety they 
deserve." That includes 
making public transport 
safer, he said. 

The women, many dressed 
in black, marched in the 
streets. Some said they had 
lost confidence in the gov¬ 


ernment to deal with the 
issue and even called for 
the death sentence to be 
made the punishment for 
rape. The death penalty in 
South Africa was abolished 
in 1995. 

“Every day there is a re¬ 
ported case, even the vic¬ 
tims being small children," 
said Soweto resident Othilia 
Motau. “Our courts are not 
prosecuting people. They 
get arrested and soon they 
are out on the streets and 
they rape again.” 


Associated Press 

Johannesburg resident 
Bonolo Mata said women 
generally felt unsafe even 
when using taxi services like 
Uber and Taxify. “Most of 
the times those Uber driv¬ 
ers are men and it can get 
very scary,” she said. “Even 
now we are scared of the 
police, we do not get any 
comfort from having the 
police around. Safe spaces 
are only created by other 
women." South Africa in re¬ 
cent weeks also has been 
shaken by a new wave of 


deadly xenophobic vio¬ 
lence in Johannesburg and 
the capital, Pretoria, lead¬ 
ing to an outcry from coun¬ 
tries across the continent. 
More than 12 people have 
been killed and police say 
more than 700 have been 
arrested. The periodic vio¬ 
lence against foreigners 
leads people elsewhere in 
Africa to remind South Afri¬ 
cans of the hospitality that 
countries on the continent 
showed them during the 
long fight against the harsh 
system of white minority 
rule known as apartheid, 
which ended in 1994. 
Nigeria's government in 
particular has protested 
the latest violence, and a 
local airline this week be¬ 
gan airlifting scores of Nige¬ 
rians out of South Africa for 
free. About 700 Nigerians 
have registered with mis¬ 
sions in South Africa, hop¬ 
ing to leave. 

South Africa’s president on 
Friday said his government 
was “totally committed” 
against attacks on foreign 
nationals. Ramaphosa ac¬ 
knowledged local frustra¬ 
tion about the country's 
high unemployment rate 
and sluggish economy but 
said that “we do not take 
out our anger against peo¬ 
ple from other nations.”□ 


As Indonesia fires rage, schools and airport forced to close 



Tourist take a picture from Kuala Lumpur Tower as city stands 
shrouded with haze in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Friday, Sept. 13, 


By NINIEK KARMINI 
Associated Press 
JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) 

— Indonesian authorities 
closed an airport on Su¬ 
matra island on Friday due 
to poor visibility caused 
by smoke from raging fires 
burning through peatland, 
while schools in several 
provinces and in neighbor¬ 
ing Malaysia closed due to 
the hazardous haze. 
Fluctuating visibility that 
at times was just 300 me¬ 
ters (yards) forced airlines 
to postpone flights to the 
main airport in Pekanbaru, 
the capital of Riau prov¬ 
ince, airport official Yogi 
Prasetyo said. Poor visibility 
also caused delays at an 
airport in Dumai, another 
city in Riau. 

Worsening haze caused 
more schools in Riau and 
Jambi provinces to close. 


education officials said. 
Health offices in both 
provinces said more than 
300,000 people have suf¬ 
fered respiratory illnesses 
since the haze began, and 
officials said more people 
have been seeking medi¬ 
cal help in recent weeks. 
Nearly every year, Indo¬ 
nesian forest fires spread 
health-damaging haze 
across the country and into 
neighboring Malaysia and 
Singapore. The fires are of¬ 
ten started by smallholders 
and plantation owners to 
clear land for planting. 
Some schools in Malaysia’s 
central Selangor state shut 
on Friday, affecting 45,000 
students, after air pollution 
levels spiked, the state Edu¬ 
cation Department said. 
Earlier this week, hundreds 
of schools were shut for a 
day in eastern Sarawak 


2019. 

state, which neighbors In¬ 
donesia’s West Kalimantan 
province where more than 
25,000 hectares (60,000 
acres) of land were delib¬ 
erately burned. 

Officials have said Malay¬ 
sian Prime Minister Maha- 


Associated Press 

thir Mohamad would write 
to Indonesian President 
Joko Widodo to press for 
urgent action to tackle the 
cross-border haze. Indone¬ 
sian Forestry and Environ¬ 
ment Minister Siti Nurbaya 
Bakar sparked anger this 


week by disputing that the 
smoke was coming from 
Indonesia, noting that hot¬ 
spots were also detected in 
Malaysia's Sarawak state. 
“I think there was incorrect 
information, because the 
Indonesian government 
is trying systematically to 
solve this as well as possi¬ 
ble,” Bakar told reporters in 
Jakarta. Malaysian Environ¬ 
ment Minister Yeo Bee Yin 
responded immediately, 
telling Indonesia “not to be 
in denial.” She cited data 
from the ASEAN Special¬ 
ized Meteorological Center 
that showed the haze im¬ 
pacting parts of Malaysia 
originated in Indonesia. 
Many areas of Indonesia 
are prone to rapid burning 
because of the draining of 
swampy peatland forests 
for pulp wood and palm oil 
plantations. Q 
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Venezuelan opposition leader denies ties to criminal gang 



Venezuelan Opposition leader and self-proclaimed interim president of Venezuela Juan Guaido 
sits during a weekly session at the National Assembly in Caracas, Venezuela, Tuesday, Sept 10, 


By CHRISTINE ARMARIO 
SCOTT SMITH 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Venezuelan opposition 
leader Juan Guaido re¬ 
jected allegations Friday 
that he has ties to an illegal 
armed group in Colom¬ 
bia, as officials launched 
an investigation based on 
photos appearing in social 
media purportedly showing 
him posing with members 
of the gang. 

The pictures were alleg¬ 
edly taken in late Febru¬ 
ary when Guaido crossed 
into Colombia and made 
a surprise appearance at 
a concert organized by 
billionaire Richard Branson 
aimed at helping deliver 
humanitarian aid to Ven¬ 
ezuela. 

Government officials loyal 
to President Nicolas Madu- 
ro are holding up the pho¬ 
tos as proof that Guaido’s 
covert journey was orches¬ 
trated with the help of a 
criminal gang known as the 
Rastrojos, an accusation he 
denies. 

“That day I took photos with 
many people,” Guaido 
told Colombia's BLU radio. 
“Evidently it's hard to know 
who is asking you for a pho¬ 
to.” 

The spat over the pictures 
comes amid Guaido’s 
nearly year-long bid to oust 


2019. 

Maduro and escalating 
tensions between Colom¬ 
bia and Venezuela. 
Relations between the 
neighboring countries have 
been souring for months 
amid the bitter power 
struggle and humanitar¬ 
ian crisis in Venezuela. In 
recent weeks, Colombian 
President Ivan Duque and 
Maduro have each ac¬ 
cused one another of har¬ 
boring illegal armed groups 
plotting attacks across their 
border. 

Maduro’s Interior Minister 


Nestor Reverol appeared 
on state television Friday 
laying out evidence for a 
new probe into Guaido, 
displaying images at the 
center of the controversy. 
“They prove yet again 
Guaido’s association with 
all the terrorist actions be¬ 
ing planned in Venezuela 
to disrupt the stability and 
peace of our democracy," 
Reverol said of the images. 
Gen. Luis Fernando Navar¬ 
ro, the commander of Co¬ 
lombia’s military, confirmed 
to local media Friday that 


Associated Press 

two of the men seen in the 
photos with Guaido are 
members of the Rastrojos 
who have now been cap¬ 
tured. 

The photos show both men 
posing individually with 
Guaido before a wooded 
background. 

Navarro identified one of 
the men as Albeiro Lobo 
Quintero, alias Brother, 
and the other as Jhon 
Jairo Duran, alias Menor. 
Quintero allegedly turned 
himself into Colombian au¬ 
thorities sometime after the 


photograph was taken, 
while Duran was captured 
after being injured in a fight 
with another criminal group 
in Venezuela. 

Navarro said he couldn’t 
confirm exactly when or 
where the photos were 
taken. 

Guaido told BLU radio that 
he had no recollection the 
photos being taken, and 
that he is pleased to know 
both men are no longer 
free. 

Colombia and Venezuela 
share a 1,370-mile (2,200-ki¬ 
lometer) border with hun¬ 
dreds of illegal crossings 
controlled by criminal 
gangs. 

The Rastrojos have been 
operating in the region for 
nearly two decades and at 
one point were considered 
a major drug trafficker. 
Plowever, their numbers are 
believed to have waned 
after the capture of several 
top leaders in 2012. 

Tarek William Saab, Ven¬ 
ezuela’s attorney general 
and a Maduro ally, took to 
state TV saying the Rastro¬ 
jos are one of Colombia's 
most notorious cartels that 
deals in drugs, extortion 
and murder. 

Saab announced the 
opening of the criminal 
probe, while rejecting 
Guaido’s claim he had no 
idea who the men were.Q 


Fire at hospital in Brazil kills 11 people, many elderly 



Patients are evacuated from a burning hospital in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2019. 


By ANNA JEAN KAISER 
CHRISTOPHER TORCHIA 
Associated Press 
RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — A 

fire raced through a hospi¬ 
tal in Rio de Janeiro, forc¬ 
ing staff to wheel patients 
into the streets on beds or 
in wheelchairs and killing at 
least 11 people, many of 
them elderly. 

Four firefighters were hos¬ 
pitalized after battling the 
overnight blaze at Badim 
Hospital and about 90 pa¬ 
tients were transferred to 
other hospitals, the fire de¬ 
partment said. 

A rope made from bed- 
sheets and used in an at¬ 
tempt to escape the fire still 
hung from an upper floor 
window of the hospital on 
Friday. 

Most victims died from as¬ 


phyxiation as smoke filled 
the wards, and some died 
when life support equip¬ 
ment stopped working in 
the fire, said Gabriela Gra- 
pa, director of the state In- 


Associated Press 

stitute of Forensic Medicine. 
Carlos Outerelo, 60, was 
visiting his sick mother 
when the fire started Thurs¬ 
day night. Berta Gonpalves 
Berreiros Sousa, 93, was 


among the dead. 

“They said to stay closed off 
in the rooms so the smoke 
couldn't get in, and that it 
was under control. But in 
reality, it wasn't under con¬ 
trol,” he said outside the 
morgue where his mother’s 
body was brought. 

“The smoke started coming 
from the air conditioning 
ducts and it turned black 
and became hard to see,” 
Outerelo said. “It was hor¬ 
rible." 

When firefighters arrived, 
they evacuated people 
but it was more difficult to 
move patients who were 
hooked up to medical 
equipment, according to 
reports. 

Camila Donato, a police 
spokeswoman, said police 
were cleared by firefighters 


to enter the hospital on Fri¬ 
day morning and they are 
investigating the case. 

As the fire burned, medical 
workers in surgical masks 
rolled equipment in the 
road as smoke billowed 
from the building. 

Television images showed 
staff tending to patients sit¬ 
ting in wheelchairs with IV 
poles beside them in the 
street, some on sheets and 
mattresses. Elderly and in¬ 
tensive care patients were 
among those rescued. 

In the chaos, distraught rel¬ 
atives tried to track down 
patients, unsure of whether 
they had perished in the 
fire or had been transferred 
to another medical facility. 
Authorities released a list of 
names of 10 of the dead, 
some in their 80s and 90sO 
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Fairytale Wedding: Milan & Billy 



NEW JERSEY — Dede and Ricky Grosser of Rochester, New York, has a soul 
connection with the island of Aruba. Recently Aruba Today portrayed this 
amazing couple and their story which is actually all about being kind and 
spreading love. Nothing but good can come from that and so their beau¬ 
tiful daughter, Milan, took that love upon her in her own life, resulting in a 
blessed relationship with her husband Billy. Have a look at their fairy tale 
wedding where even Arubans attended, proving the connection between 
this family and our island. We are honored to be able to share their love 
story in our newspaper to inspire our readers with the message that grati¬ 
tude and love are all that matter. 




Dede and Ricky fell in love with 
Aruba on their first visit to the is¬ 
land in 1991. For the last 28 years, 
they have been staying at the 
Barcelo Aruba, the resort has 
changed brands and names over 
the years but they stayed loyal to 
the resort. For the past 15 years, 
they’ve been vacationing here 
four-times-a-year. Every June, 
They come with their family, which 
is comprised of about 50 people. 
We can - without a doubt - call 
them VIP Ambassadors of Aruba. 

Blessed 

Their daughter's wedding took 
place last month and many of 
the Barcelo Aruba guests were 
invited. They traveled from many 
states and one guest even flew 
from Great Britain to join the cel¬ 
ebration. Ricky: “Since we're at 
Barcelo during January, April, 
June and October, we had in¬ 
dividuals from all those months 
attend. Also staff and Arubans 
joined in the momentous occa¬ 
sion. That's a huge commitment 
on their part. Wow, it was emo¬ 
tional.” It clearly represented 
what the couple discussed with 
Aruba Today before: Barcelo and 
Aruba is much more than a va¬ 
cation to them. “We're a family. 


The wedding venue and the hotel 
we occupied for two nights and 
we were amazed that so many 
friends we vacation with from a 
small island, would bring so much 
love and respect back to the 
states. It was beyond beautiful, 
our housekeeper and her super¬ 
visor attended. Dede and I were 
beyond humbled. The outpour¬ 
ing of love and respect for each 
other was overwhelming". He be¬ 
lieves it demonstrates what the is¬ 
land and resort carries over when 
being off the island as in lifelong 
friendships that have become 
family. “We are truly blessed dis¬ 
covering Aruba, in 1991.” 

Guests began arriving on Thurs¬ 
day, August 15, 2019 and the 
wedding took place on the 17th. 
Almost everyone departed on the 
following day. It was a glorious 
weekend together and the fam¬ 
ily feels blessed with the shared 
love and the deep connection 
they feel for Aruba. Ricky even 
opened the Facebook page I 
Love Barcelo Aruba Group creat¬ 
ing a meeting point for travelers 
to the island. Aruba Today con¬ 
gratulates Milan and Billy on their 
wedding and wishes them all the 
love in the world. □ 
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NEW IN THE MARKET!! Your Own Beach Villa 

Azure Beach Residences The Villas 



EAGLE BEACH — Sometimes everything comes together. You’re looking 
for this special family place while vacationing, you'd like to make an in¬ 
vestment that brings you a profit and you want to deal with a trustworthy 
and secure company. Azure Beach Residences has all of the above under 
one roof. The condominiums are already a big hit on the island and are 
selling like hotcakes. And now this success extends with a complete NEW 
opportunity: only six fantastic villas on the border of a bird sanctuary and 
opposite the white-sand Eagle Beach. Let’s take a close look at this hidden 
gem. 

It has a modern architecture with panoramic windows where the green 
environment from the bird sanctuary (Bubali Plas) can flow freely inside. 
That is the feel you get with the Azure Villas. Just behind the condominium 
towers we have found this quiet space where you can have your family's 
second home. Big benefit: you will not only have a villa with four bedrooms 
and three bathrooms, but also an annex that has one bedroom and one 
bathroom which can be rented out to cover your villa’s expenses. You also 
have the option of having your own private pool. 

Value for Money 

Picture this: in the morning the kids are playing in their rooms while you 
take your coffee outside to the patio to enjoy the birds singing in the lush 
greens that surround you. After breakfast you gather your stuff to walk to 
the residence pools or cross the street to jump into the Caribbean Sea. This 
is no movie, this is for real. You are in paradise, you own your own villa and 
you have a decent return-on-investment. Not to be forgotten: you can 
make use of all facilities and services that are offered by Azure Beach Resi¬ 
dences and there is 24-hours security. Best of it all is that the prices are very 
reasonable, especially when compared to similar offerings in the market. 



with a Backyard of Green Tranquility 



Upgraded Environment 

The environment of Azure Beach Residences and the Azure Villas 
will be improved as the government is extending the Linear Park, 
a lovely paved route that eventually connects the length of the is¬ 
land’s west coast from the Airport to Arashi Beach. The trail is lined 
with trees for shade and offers secure space for walkers, runners 
and cyclers. All together you will be assured to have your perfect 
picture here. 

Are you curious? Azure Beach Residences welcomes you to step 
in and hear more about this great opportunity! Hear us out and 
see for yourself.□ 


WINNING POINTS 

• Spacious villa with lots of light coming in and full privacy 
PLUS the annex can be rented out 

• Your backyard is the Bubali Bird Sanctuary and the white- 
sand Eagle Beach on the opposite side of the street 

• New walk-run-cycle trail and park right by the front of the 
property 

• Well-priced in comparison with equally sized offerings 

• Developer with a trustworthy image and proven track re¬ 
cord of success 

For more information you can visit the website http:// www. 

azure-aruba.com. The sales office is open every week day from 

9 AM -5 PM, Saturdays 10 AM - 1 PM. 
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members 




Fun 4-Card BINGO starting at 1pm! 

$7 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games to Play 

©QztS©® 0oo (BdeCo Mteo 

SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME 

Jackpot within 50 Calls ] 51 Calls or more $111 

Additional $500 Cash Prize in our Monthly Early Bird 
Drawing when you purchase your card before noon! 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 

Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts I Boskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
TOF Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Temer Boutique 
R-GIqss I Curated Lab 1 Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 
The Collectables 


Open daily 10am to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 
583.5000 | rosmoaihombra.com 

Play KflSifflrtiihl y. Vrwii imw.edmiblmtirHnyfnMis.arg if you or intent ya» Itiu* has a gambling pi ablrm. 



Happening tonight: 

Sip & Spa: The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba surprises with cool event 



PALM BEACH — Sip & Spa is a monthly event 
at the Ritz- Carlton Spa, Aruba where guests 
will enliven their senses through a combina¬ 
tion of tasting mixology, gastronomy and spa 
experience touches to ultimately balance 
their wellness in a social setting. Each month 
there will be a different theme to highlight dif¬ 
ferent products available at their spa as well 
as beverages of vendors the Ritz-Carlton will 
partner with. 

This unique event is an exclusive and fun way 
to pamper yourself while also learning differ¬ 
ent way to focus on wellness. This will take 


place TONIGHT starting at 6pm to 10pm. We 
recommend purchasing tickets in advance 
as there will be limited availability. 

The Sip & Spa Theme will be Mystery of Aloe. 
Upon arrival the guests will receive a passport 
where they will find the details of their Sip ‘n 
Spa Journey. The evening will start with the first 
welcome sip of a Milagro Tequila cocktail. The 
evening will continue with spa experiences 
alternating with a sip of Milagro cocktail and 
Hors D’oeuvres highlighting the properties 
exquisite dining outlets. This is truly an experi¬ 
ence you do not want to miss out on. Tickets 



are available at The Ritz- Carlton Spa, Aruba. 
For more information, contact +297 5272525 or 
email rc.auart.spa@ritzcarlton.comQ 


The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba Spa 
L. G. Smith Boulevard #107 
Palm Beach, Aruba 

http://www.ritzcarlton.com/en/hotels/ 

caribbean/aruba/spa 
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members 







CASINO AND SHOPS 


Open daily 10am to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Olvd #47 
583.5000 | cosmoaihambra.com 

Ploy H ASpomibCy. V^lvirv.8$rnhliiMrHnyfn»uk«r^iryaiifir witiMiwyat knew hu a ^dtnkling pioblpm. 


Get a FREE Alhambra 

T-Shirt when you earn 250 
Slot Points on Sunday with 
your Players' Club card! 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

"Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 

Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts E Baskm-Robblns 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
T0F Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Terrier Boutique 
R-Gloss I Curated Lab 1 Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 
The Collectables 


Aruba Rainbow Circle: Full Moon Gathering 



SAN NICOLAS — The full moon 
in September is called ‘Harvest 
Moon’ because it comes at the 
peak of harvest season. Full Moon 
Community Event in cooperation 
with Prana (for an enlightened so¬ 
ciety) organize a gathering tonight 
called the “mastay”. 

The essence of “mastay” is the re¬ 
integration of the peoples of the 


four directions and love and com¬ 
passion will be the guiding force of 
this gathering. There will be energy 
yoga, meditation, sacred songs, 
drumming circle with Qi Gong Aru¬ 
ba. Dr. Love, WeDrumming, Xavi 
Waeves, Shanti & more. Bring your 
drum, guitar, flute, a towel, a cup 
for tea and one love! 

People have been linking the 
moon to changes in our mood and 


behavior since probably the be¬ 
ginning of time. According to Rice, 
the moon's energy also amplifies 
our emotions. Think of it like the 
changing tides, she says. When it's 
full, it can bring all of your emotions 
to the surface. 

This donation-based event takes 
place at a wonderful natural lo¬ 


cation. Drive to the red anchor in 
Seroe Colorado, San Nicolas which 
is in the direction of Baby Beach 
and go left there. On your left you 
will find the sign. The event takes 
place tonight at 6.30 PM. For more 
information check out the Face- 
book page: Full Moon Community 
EventO 
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Patriots’ 
Antonio 
Brown 
said to be 
eligible, 
but will 
he playP 

By KYLE HIGHTOWER 
AP Sports Writer 
FOXBOROUGH, Mass. (AP) 

— Antonio Brown is said to 
be eligible to play against 
Miami. Whether he actu¬ 
ally does after just three 
practices with the Patriots 
is still not clear. 

“We're determining that,” 
coach Bill Belichick said Fri¬ 
day. “I'm not gonna hand 
out a copy of the game 
plan. We’ll do what we 
think is best for the team.” 
The star wide receiver 
Brown was not placed on 
the commissioner’s exempt 
list, two people with direct 
knowledge of the decision 
told the Associated Press 
on Friday. They spoke on 
condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause the decision has not 
been announced. 
Belichick, whose team 
faces the Dolphins on Sun¬ 
day, would not confirm the 
move by NFL at practice. 
Brown has been accused 
of rape and sexual assault 
in a civil case in Florida and 
denies the allegations by 
his former trainer. He won’t 
go on the exempt list be¬ 
cause no criminal charges 
have been filed. Players on 
the list can’t play in games 
or practice with a team 
but are still paid. 

Brown was acquired in a 
trade with Oakland this 
month after requesting 
and receiving his release 
from fhe Raiders. 

Since the lawsuit became 
public, the ordinarily flam¬ 
boyant Brown has kept the 
lowest of profiles. 
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Europe holds the lead, U.S. has the momentum in Solheim Cup 



Sisters Nelly, left, and Jessica Korda of the US celebrate on the 14th after winning their Foursomes 
match 6 up against Solheim cup at Gleneagles, Auchterarder, Scotland, Friday, Sept. 13, 2019. 
The Solheim cup runs from 13-15 Sept. 


By STEVE DOUGLAS 
AP Sports Writer 
GLENEAGLES, Scotland (AP) 

— The Europeans have the 
lead. The Americans have 
the momentum. 

An opening day of swing¬ 
ing fortunes in the Solheim 
Cup reached a crescendo 
in a tension-filled last hour 
at Gleneagles, with the fi¬ 
nal two matches of the 
fourballs going to the 18th 
hole and the U.S. team star¬ 
ing at a three-point deficit. 
Two long birdie putts later, 
first from Lexi Thompson 
then from Brittany Alto- 
mare, the U.S. had es¬ 
caped with two half-points 
and only trailed Europe 4 
1/2-3 1 12. 

As shadows lengthened 
across the PGA Centenary 
Course, it was the U.S. play¬ 
ers and their flag-waving 
fans who were cheering 
the loudest. 

“You keep gnawing a half¬ 
point here and a point 
there, and it adds up,” said 
U.S. captain Juli Inkster, 
who cut an animated fig¬ 
ure beside the 18th green 
as Day 1 drew to a close. 
“You look at all the golf to¬ 
day and we're only a poinf 
down. So I’m very pleased 
with where we're at right 
now.” 

Jessica and Nelly Korda 
played central roles in both 
sessions on Friday, firstly 
teaming up as the first sib¬ 
lings to play together in the 
competition and winning 6 
and 4 in the morning four¬ 
somes. It was the only win 


for fhe U.S., which wenf info 
fhe fourballs trailing 2 1/2-1 
1/2. 

The sisters were split up by 
Inkster in the afternoon 
and placed in the final two 
matches, a decision that 
looked like backfiring as 
the Americans went to the 
18th hole losing in both. 
Thompson — playing 
alongside Jessica Korda 
— rolled in a 15-foot birdie 
from leff to right to grab a 
half from a mafch against 
Bronte Law and Carlota 
Ciganda in which neither 
side led more than 2 up. 
Altomare — Nelly Korda’s 


partner — went even bet¬ 
ter, holing a birdie from 25 
feet up the slope to com¬ 
plete a U.S. comeback 
from 4 down with six holes 
to play against Charley Hull 
and Azahara Munoz. 

“Even though we're ahead, 
we're going to act like 
we're behind,” said Law, 
a European rookie whose 
fist pumps, glares and ani¬ 
mated reactions have al¬ 
ready drawn comparisons 
with “Mr. Ryder Cup" Ian 
Poulter. “And we're going 
to go and get every point 
we can.” 

Inkster praised the perfor- 
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mance of the record six 
rookies in her team, with 
Nelly Korda and Altomare 
digging deep tor that cru¬ 
cial half-point after Ally 
McDonald and Angel Yin 
delivered a record-tying 
7-and-5 win over Swedish 
pair Anna Nordqvist and 
Caroline Hedwall in the 
fourballs. 

Europe's three rookies 
didn’t do badly, either, 
with Law picking up two 
half-points, Celine Boutier 
earning a 2-and-l win with 
Georgia Hall in the four¬ 
somes and Anne van Dam 
excelling in a 4-and-2 win 


with veteran Suzann Pet- 
tersen in the fourballs. 
“Playing alongside the 
new superstar of Europe 
was a pleasure today,” the 
38-year-old Pettersen said 
of Van Dam, who won four 
holes for the team on the 
front nine as she high-fived 
spectators and cupped 
her ear after making putts. 
“Hopefully some of my 
calmness rubbed off on her 
today." 

The Americans, who lead 
the overall series 10-5, are 
looking for a third straight 
win in the biggest team 
event in women’s golf but 
a first in three attempts in 
Scotland after losses in 1992 
and 2000. 

The Korda siblings are al¬ 
ready revelations after their 
historic performance, with 
just four foursomes matches 
in the 29-year history of the 
Solheim Cup finishing with a 
heavier margin of victory. 
Jessica Korda — the elder 
of the sisters by five years — 
played fhe senior role after 
skipping onto the raucous 
first tee and throwing some 
moves to the backdrop of 
ABBA's “Dancing Queen.” 
She rolled in a birdie puff 
af No. 1 to immediately put 
the U.S. 1 up against Caro¬ 
line Masson and Jodi Ewart 
Shadoff, and chipped in tor 
eagle from the fringe af No. 
10 to keep the sisters 5 up. 
In those first 10 holes, the 
Kordas made four birdies 
and an eagle, giving them 
a chance of posting a re¬ 
cord foursomes win.Q 


Roglic overcomes crash to keep Spanish Vuelta lead 



Jumbo -Visma’s Team Primoz Roglic of Slovenia, at the end 
of the 13th stage between Bilbao-Los Machucos Monumento 
Vaca Pasiega, 166,4 km kilometers (103,39 miles), of the 
Spanish Vuelta cycling race that finishes Los Machucos, 
near to San Roque de Riomiera, northern Spain, Friday, Sept. 
6, 2019. 

Associated Press 


TOLEDO, Spain (AP) — 

Primoz Roglic needed 
to change bikes after a 
crash but recovered to 
finish safely in fhe pelo- 
ton on Friday, keeping 
his lead entering the final 
competitive stage of fhe 
Spanish Vuelta. 

The day was marked by 
an attack from feam Mov- 
isfar after Roglic's crash, a 
move that drew criticism 
from other riders. 

Remi Cavagna made a 
strong solo charge to win 
the 19th stage in Toledo, a 
mostly flat ride of 165.2 ki¬ 
lometers (102.6 miles). The 


French rider from feam 
Deceuninck-Quick Stop 
broke away wifh about 25 
kilometers to go and fin¬ 
ished five seconds ahead 
of the pack for his first 
Grand Tour stage victory. 
“I suffered a lot at the end 
of the race,” the 24-year- 
old Cavagna said. “The 
last 25 kilometers were ter¬ 
rible. It was pretty much 
headwind. I wanted to go 
faster but I couldn’t. I was 
afraid they would come 
back and in the end it 
worked out.” 

Roglic was caught in the 
crash following a fast turn 


with about 65 kilometers to 
go and had to push hard 
to make his way back to 
the peloton. 

“I was a little unlucky with 
the crash but I’m still here,” 
said Roglic, a former ski 
jumper from Slovenia. “I 
don’t really know what 
happened. I didn’t see it. I 
just tried to come back to 
the front, full gas. We wenf 
as fast as possible to get a 
new bike and return to the 
bunch. It could be better, 
but it could also be a lot 
worse. I’m looking forward 
to tomorrow. We’re one 
day closer.”G 
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CASH PRIZES THIS MONTH! 

PIUS $1,000 IN TOTAL CASH PRIZE FOR THE TOP 5 EARNED POINTS OF EACH WEEK! 
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CASH PRIZE | 
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WEEK 1 
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WEEK 2 
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WEEK 3 
$2,500 




WEEK 4 
$4,000 


IN CASH PHIZES 


Earn one !l) ticket with every 20 points ea i ned from Wednesday 10:00 PM to 
Wednesday 8:00 PM. Participate every Wednesday from 8:00 PM - 10:00 PM 
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Kobe Bryant: Easy days for 
USA Basketball are over 



In this March 21, 2019, file photo, Kobe Bryant speaks with students at Andrew Hamilton School in 
Philadelphia. 


By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer 
BEIJING (AP) — Kobe Bry¬ 
ant played on the Redeem 
Team in 2008, the one that 
delivered a gold medal in 
Beijing after a series of USA 
Basketball disappointments 
in big tournaments. 

Back in Beijing this week¬ 
end, Bryant isn’t sure an¬ 
other Redeem Team will be 
so easy to find for the U.S. 
The five-time NBA cham¬ 
pion and two-time Olym¬ 
pic gold medalist is at the 
final weekend of the World 
Cup as an ambassador for 
FIBA. However, he won’t 
be watching the U.S. in 
the medal round. The best 
the Americans can do at 
this tournament is seventh 
place, and Bryant says the 
days of automatic gold 
medals for the U.S. — re¬ 
gardless of who is on the 
roster — may be over. 

“It's not a matter of the 
rest of the world catching 
up to the U.S. It’s that the 


rest of the world has been 
caught up for quite some 
time," Bryant said. “It’s to 
the point now where the 
U.S., we're going to win 
some and we’re going to 
lose some. That’s just how it 
goes. 

“We’re going to have our 
challenges for the next 
team, whether it’s Redeem 
2 or whatever you want to 
call it," Bryant continued. 
“No matter what team it is, 
it's not going to be easy.” 
This U.S. World Cup team 
was not overly star-pow¬ 
ered, after plenty of peo¬ 
ple who were under con¬ 
sideration for roster spots 
dropped out before the 
on-court selection process. 
The Americans won their 
first five games, but lost 
to France in the quarterfi¬ 
nals and then to Serbia in 
the consolation round — 
meaning their seventh- or 
eighth-place showing in 
China will be the program’s 
worst ever in a major tour¬ 


nament. 

The U.S. finishes its World 
Cup stay on Saturday 
against Poland. The next 
big tournament for the 
U.S. will be the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics, where the Ameri¬ 
cans will seek a fourth con¬ 
secutive gold medal. And 
some top NBA players, like 
Draymond Green, have 
already publicly said they 
would like to play next sum¬ 
mer. 

But winning gold wasn’t 


even that easy for the Re¬ 
deem Team, Bryant point¬ 
ed out. That team with Bry¬ 
ant, LeBron James, Dwyane 
Wade, Carmelo Anthony, 
Chris Bosh, Chris Paul, Ja¬ 
son Kidd and more beat 
Spain 118-107 for the gold 
medal, but it took some he¬ 
roics — a four-point play by 
Bryant with about 3 minutes 
left among them — to pull 
away in the final moments. 
“We needed a hell of a 
fourth quarter to beat 


Associated Press 

Spain,” Bryant said. “And 
that was a hell of a team 
we had. We still needed 
a really late push to beat 
Spain. So I say that to say, 
put the best players that 
you think makes the best 
U.S. team out there on the 
floor and we are still going 
to have challenges. It’s not 
going to be a cakewalk. 
“The days of the 1992 Bar¬ 
celona Dream Team are 
gone, over. It's going to be 
tough.”□ 






















Bucs use goal-line stand to beat Panthers 20-14 


By STEVE REED 
AP Sports Writer 
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — 

When Cam Newton left 
the shotgun and began 
creeping toward the line 
of scrimmage. Buccaneers 
cornerback Vernon Harg¬ 
reaves knew exactly what 
was coming. 

The Bucs sniffed out a 
fourth-and-1 play from the 
2-yard line with Hargreaves 
shoving Christian McCaf¬ 
frey out of bounds with 1:22 
left to preserve a 20-14 win 
over the Carolina Panthers 
and cap off a terrific de¬ 
fensive performance on 
Thursday night. 

Jameis Winston threw for 
208 yards and a touch¬ 
down, Chris Godwin had 
121 yards receiving and 
a score and Peyton Bar¬ 
ber ran for 82 yards, but it 
was the Bucs defense that 
won this game. Tampa Bay 
held the Panthers without 
a touchdown and limited 
McCaffrey to 53 total yards 
to give coach Bruce Arl¬ 
ans his first victory with the 
team. 

The goal-line stand, par¬ 
ticularly the fourth down 
play, was just the icing on 
the cake. 

As Newton cleared out of 
the way, McCaffrey took 
the direct snap from cen¬ 



Tampa Bay Buccaneers cornerback Vernon III Hargreaves (28) tackles Carolina Panthers running 
back Christian McCaffrey late in the second half of an NFL football game in Charlotte, N.C., Friday, 
Sept. 13, 2019. Tampa Bay won 20-14. 


ter, faked a reverse to Curtis 
Samuel and raced around 
left end but couldn’t find 
the edge. He tried to ex¬ 
tend the ball, but didn’t 
pick up the first down as 
Hargreaves rode him out of 
bounds. 

“You watch any football 
and you’ve seen it a few 
times,” Hargreaves said of 
the play. “Once I saw Cam 
walk up to the line of scrim¬ 
mage and act like he was 
talking to me I had a pretty 


good idea what was going 
on." 

It would be hard to imag¬ 
ine the Panthers taking the 
ball out of their 6-foot-5, 
245-pound quarterback’s 
hands in the past. Even Har¬ 
greaves said a few years 
ago, Newton “definitely, 
100 percent” would have 
tried to run and score. 

But this is a different time 
for the ninth-year quar¬ 
terback. Although he has 
more TDs rushing than any 
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other QB in the league, he 
has just minus-2 yards on 
five carries this season with 
two fumbles. 

“He can't take them hits 
like that,” Hargreaves said. 
“It's going to eat his body 
up. So not really. We ex¬ 
pected more throwing as 
he is getting older in his ca¬ 
reer.” 

Panthers coach Ron Rivera 
said there is nothing wrong 
with Newton's shoulder or 
foot that prevented him 


from running the ball. He 
believed the Panthers had 
the right play called. 
“Unfortunately, it didn't 
work,” Rivera said. “That's 
all I can tell. We felt good 
about the play." 

McCaffrey said it was his 
job to get into the end zone 
— or at least pick up the 
first down — and he failed. 
“The ball is in my hands and 
I have to make that play,” 
McCaffrey said. “I have to 
get better.” 

Actually the entire Panthers 
offense needs to get bet¬ 
ter, Newton said. 

“It's hard to look defen¬ 
sive guys in the eyes after 
a game like this because 
we didn’t uphold our end 
of the bargain,” Newton 
said. “All fingers are point¬ 
ed back to the offense and 
me specifically.” 

Newton finished with 324 
yards passing , but was held 
without a touchdown for 
the second straight week. 
The Buccaneers (1-1) got 
plenty of pressure on New¬ 
ton with three sacks com¬ 
ing from Shaquil Barrett. The 
Panthers failed to reach 
the end zone, only scor¬ 
ing on Joey Slye’s four field 
goals and a safety by Luke 
Kuechly . They are 0-2 for 
the first time since the 2013 
season. □ 


Antonio Brown 


Continued from Page 17 

He arrived in Massachu¬ 
setts on Monday in search 
of a fresh start following a 
trail of follies with the Raid¬ 
ers that included a bizarre 
foot injury, a dispute with 
the NFL over his helmet, 
missed practices, multiple 
fines and a run-in with 
Oakland general manag¬ 
er Mike Mayock. 

Now Brown is trying to ac¬ 
climate himself to perhaps 
the most regimented en¬ 


vironment in the NFL. 

He’s been mostly insu¬ 
lated off the field by the 
team. The four-time All- 
Pro has yet to address re¬ 
porters since joining New 
England. He has been 
seen only on the practice 
field . The stall to his locker 
has been closed when¬ 
ever reporters had access 
to the room, suggesting 
he has left for the day. He 
has been trying to learn 
a new playbook and sys¬ 
tem and earn the trust of 



New England Patriots wide receiver Antonio Brown pauses while 
working out during NFL football practice, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 
2019, in Foxborough, Mass. 

Associated Press 


wearing out his welcome 
in Cleveland following a 
four-year stint Gordon was 
traded by the Browns to 
the Patriots on Sept. 18 of 
last yearO 


quarterback Tom Brady. 
Belichick said there's no 
way to gauge how long it 
takes a new player to get 
comfortable enough in 
New England’s system. 

The most recent example 
of a receiver to join the 
Patriots on a timeline simi¬ 
lar to Brown’s was Josh 
Gordon last season. After 
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More injury woes for Yankees in doubleheader sweep of Tigers 



New York Yankees’ Gary Sanchez (24) is tagged out by Detroit Tigers' Jordy Mercer trying to steal 
second base during the third inning of the second game of a baseball doubleheader Thursday, 
Sept. 12, 2019, in Detroit. 


By The Associated Press 
DETROIT (AP) — All-Star 
catcher Gary Sanchez be¬ 
came the Yankees' latest 
injury concern when he 
left the second game of 
a doubleheader with left 
groin tightness as New York 
beat Detroit to complete a 
sweep. Sanchez exited in 
the fourth, an inning after 
he was thrown out in his first 
stolen base try this year. He 
has been on the injured list 
three times in the past two 
seasons because of groin 
strain. 

Yankees slugger Edwin 
Encarnacion left the first 
game with an oblique is¬ 
sue. 

CC Sabathia pitched into 
the fourth inning of the sec¬ 
ond game in his return from 
the injured list. Sabathia, 
who has dealt with right 
knee problems, allowed 
only one hit through the first 
three innings but gave up 
a two-run double to Bran¬ 
don Dixon in the fourth. He 
threw 56 pitches in 3 1 /3 in¬ 
nings before being relieved 
by Domingo German (18- 
4). Aaron Judge and Gio 
Urshela each hit two-run 
homers for New York in 
the second game. Spen¬ 
cer Turnbull (3-15) allowed 
four runs and seven hits in 
five innings. Encarnacion 
homered in the first game, 
then left in the fifth inning 
with a strained left oblique 
muscle. 

In Game 1, Luke Voit put 
the Yankees ahead in the 
first with his first home run 
since July 22, a two-run 
drive off Matt Boyd (8-11). 
Chad Green (4-4) was the 
winner. 

RED SOX 7, BLUE JAYS 4 
TORONTO (AP) — Xan- 
der Bogaerts became the 
latest Boston slugger to 
reach 50 doubles, Marco 
Hernandez drove in two 
runs and the Red Sox beat 
Toronto to avoid a three- 
game sweep. J.D. Martinez 
reached base three times 
to help the Red Sox win for 
fhe first time in six games. 
One night after their 159- 
game streak with at least 
one extra-base hit was 
snapped in an 8-0, two-hit 
loss, the Red Sox racked 
up four doubles and 12 
fotal hifs. Josh Taylor (2-2), 
one of nine Red Sox pitch¬ 


ers, worked one inning for 
the win. Brandon Workman 
got the final four outs for 
his 12th save in 18 oppor¬ 
tunities. Clay Buchholz (1-5) 
took the loss in his first ca¬ 
reer outing against his for¬ 
mer team. 

DODGERS 4, ORIOLES 2 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Rich Hill 
struggled with his control 
during his first start since 
June 19, and Los Ange¬ 
les broke a sixth-inning tie 
by scoring two runs on a 
passed ball in the victory 
over Baltimore. 

After spending 12 weeks 
on the injured list with a 
strained left forearm. Hill 
was supposed to go two in¬ 
nings in his first step toward 
becoming a postseason 
contributor for the NL West 
champions. Instead, the 
39-year-old failed to make 
it out of the first. 

The Dodgers trailed 2-1 in 
the sixth before Cody Bell¬ 
inger knotted the score 
with a single for his 107th 
RBI. Los Angeles subse¬ 
quently used a walk and 
an error to load the bases 
with two outs for No. 9 hit¬ 
ter Russell Martin. With the 
count full, Dylan Bundy 
(6-14) fired a high fastball 
that Martin swung at and 
missed. The ball glanced 
off the mitt of catcher Pe¬ 
dro Severino and traveled 
to the backstop. Instead 
of having an inning-ending 
strikeout, Bundy watched 


in disgust from in front of 
the mound — neglecting 
to cover the plate — while 
Bellinger scored from the 
third base and Corey Sea- 
ger followed for a 4-2 lead. 
Tony Gonsolin (3-2) was the 
winner, and Kenley Jansen 
got three straight outs for 
his 29th save. 

Severino homered for Balti¬ 
more. 

ATHLETICS 3, ASTROS 2 
HOUSTON (AP) — Matt Ol¬ 
son hit a two-run homer to 
back a solid start by Homer 
Bailey and Oakland beat 
Houston to take over the AL 
wild-card lead. 

Oakland shook off a 15-0 
loss in the opener of this 
four-game series to win 
three in a row, beating Cy 
Young Award front-runner 
Justin Verlander (18-6) in 
the finale. The A’s moved a 
half-game ahead of Tam¬ 
pa Bay atop the AL wild¬ 
card standings. Cleveland 
is one game behind Oak¬ 
land. 

The Athletics got Verland¬ 
er for three runs in the first 
three innings before he set¬ 
tled in to pitch three score¬ 
less frames. Bailey (13-8) 
yielded three hits and one 
run in 5 1 /3 innings to win his 
fourth straight decision. He 
matched his career high 
in wins set in 2012 with Cin¬ 
cinnati. Jose Altuve's solo 
home run off Yusmeiro Pe¬ 
tit got Houston within a run 
with one out in the eighth 
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inning. Houston had run¬ 
ners on first and third with 
two outs in the ninth, but 
Liam Hendriks struck out Mi¬ 
chael Brantley for his 21st 
save. 

RANGERS 6 , RAYS 4 
ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — 

Nick Solak homered off the 
pitcher he was traded for 
two months ago, and Texas 
beat Tampa Bay to help 
drop the Rays out of the AL 
wild-card lead. 

The rookie's two-run shot 
off hard-throwing reliever 
Peter Fairbanks put the 
Rangers up 5-1 in the fourth 
inning. The Rays dropped 
their second straight game 
following a six-game win¬ 
ning streak that matched 
a season high. Oakland 
moved a half-game ahead 
in the AL wild-card race 
with a 3-2 win at Houston. 
Rougned Odor hit his 26th 
homer for Texas. 

Luke Farrell (1-0) was 
fhe winner. Jose Leclerc 
worked the ninth for his 
13th save. Brendan McKay 
(2-4) lost his third straight 
decision. 

ROYALS 6, WHITE SOX 3 
CHICAGO (AP) — Hunter 
Dozier hit a tiebreaking, 
three-run home run in the 
sixth, Jorge Soler had his 
third homer in two days and 
Kansas City beat Chicago. 
Whit Merrifield walked and 
Soler singled off Lucas Gio- 
lito (14-9) in the decisive in¬ 
ning to help Kansas City win 


for the eighth time in the 
last 11 games. Then Dozier 
drove a 1-2 pitch into the 
left-field bleachers for a 
5-2 lead. He doubled two 
innings later. Soler opened 
the scoring in the first with 
his 43rd homer. 

Jorge Lopez (4-7) allowed 
three runs, two earned, on 
eight hits and two walks in 
5 1/3 innings. Five Royals re¬ 
lievers combined for 3 2/3 
innings of scoreless relief. 
Ian Kennedy wiggled out 
of a bases-loaded jam in 
the ninth for his 29th save in 
33 chances. 

NATIONALS 12, TWINS 6 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — An¬ 
thony Rendon and Juan 
Soto each homered and 
drove in three runs as 
Washington cut Minneso¬ 
ta’s lead in the AL Central 
to 3 'A games ahead of a 
critical series in Cleveland. 
Adam Eaton and Yan 
Gomes also homered and 
Asdrubal Cabrera added 
two run-scoring hits for the 
Nationals, who maintained 
their 3 '/-game lead for the 
top NL wild-card spot over 
the Chicago Cubs and Mil¬ 
waukee Brewers. 

Nelson Cruz and Jonathan 
Schoop homered for Min¬ 
nesota. 

Patrick Corbin (12-7) 
earned the win for Wash¬ 
ington. Kyle Gibson (13-7) 
took the loss. 

REDS 11, MARINERS 5 
SEATTLE (AP) — Freddy 
Galvis connected for a 
go-ahead grand slam, Eu¬ 
genio Suarez hit his 45th 
home run and Cincinnati 
overcame another drive by 
Seattle's Kyle Lewis. 

Galvis’ second slam of the 
season and third of his ca¬ 
reer capped a five-run rally 
in the seventh inning for a 
7-5 lead. 

Lewis hit a solo shot off 
the scoreboard in left field 
in fhe fifth, becoming just 
the second player in ma¬ 
jor league history to hom¬ 
er in each of his first three 
games. Lewis joined Trevor 
Story as the only players to 
accomplish the feat. Story 
connected in his first four 
games — totaling six hom¬ 
ers in that span — for Colo¬ 
rado in 2016. 

Dan Altavilla (1-1) took the 
loss. Sal Romano (1 -0) struck 
out three in 1 1/3 innings.Q 
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Cubs beat Padres, remain tied with Brewers for 2nd wild card 



Chicago Cubs starting pitcher Yu Darvish works against a San Diego Padres batter during the first 
inning of a baseball game Thursday, Sept. 12, 2019, in San Diego. 


By The Associated Press 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Yu Dar¬ 
vish struck out a season- 
high 14 and allowed only 
two hits in six innings and 
the Chicago Cubs beat 
the San Diego Padres 4-1 
on Thursday to remain tied 
with Milwaukee for the NL’s 
second wild card. 

The Padres scored in the 
ninth when Manny Macha¬ 
do was hit by a pitch with 
the bases loaded and two 
outs, but Rowan Wick struck 
out Luis Urias to end it. 
Chicago split the four- 
game series and won for 
just the second time in sev¬ 
en games. 

Darvish (6-6) retired his first 
eight batters before allow¬ 
ing his first hit, an infield 
single by starter Dinelson 
Lamet (2-5). Darvish kicked 
the ball with his right foot 
and it caromed to third 
baseman Kris Bryant. Dar¬ 
vish struck out Greg Garcia 
to end the inning. 

The big right-hander had at 
least one strikeout in every 
inning. After Greg Garcia 
tripled leading off the sixth, 
Darvish finished strong by 
striking out the side, includ¬ 
ing Eric Hosmer for the third 
straight time. 

Darvish was one shy of his 
career high, set Aug. 12, 
2013, at Houston while he 
was with the Texas Rangers. 
He led the big leagues that 
year with 277 strikeouts. 
BREWERS 3, MARLINS 2 
MIAMI (AP) — Ryan Braun 
broke a tie with a two-run 
homer in the third inning 
and Milwaukee beat Miami 
to complete a four-game 
sweep that extended its 
winning streak to seven. 
Milwaukee matched its 
longest winning streak of 
the season to remain tied 
with the Chicago Cubs for 
the second NL wild card. 


Before the game, the Brew¬ 
ers said star Christian Yelich 
won’t need surgery on his 
broken right kneecap but 
likely will not return this sea¬ 
son. 

Braun, bothered by a bad 
back for much of the sea¬ 
son, broke a 1-1 tie against 
Caleb Smith (8-10) with an 
opposite-field drive to right, 
his 19th home run this sea¬ 
son. 

Gio Gonzalez and four re¬ 
lievers refired Miami’s final 
18 batters after Lewis Brin¬ 
son’s run-scoring single in 
the fourth. 

Freddy Peralta (6-3) struck 
out three in two innings, 
and Josh Hader fanned 
two batters for his 31st save 
in 37 chances. 

METS 11, DIAMONDBACKS 1 
NEW YORK (AP) — Juan 
Lagares hit a grand slam 
and a two-run shot and 
New York set a team re¬ 
cord with six home runs in a 
home game, routing Arizo¬ 
na for a four-game sweep. 


Michael Conforto hit his 
30th homer, Todd Frazier 
connected for the third 
time in the series and Robin¬ 
son Cano and Tomas Nido 
also went deep. The Mets 
outscored Arizona 26-4 this 
week. 

Boosted by Marcus Stro- 
man's longest start since 
being acquired, the Mets 
won for the ninth time in 13 
games. New York remained 
two games back of Mil¬ 
waukee and Chicago for 
the second NL wild card. 
The Diamondbacks lost 
their fifth straight since win¬ 
ning 11 of 12 to get back 
into the playoff race. Ari¬ 
zona dropped 3 1 /2 games 
out of the second wild 
card. 

Lagares hit a slam in the 
third inning and connected 
again in the fifth, setting a 
career high with six RBIs in 
his first multihomer game. 
Stroman (8-14) allowed 
one run and four hits in 6 
1/3 innings. He struck out 
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six, walked four and took 
a shutout into the seventh 
before allowing a double 
to pinch-hitter lldemaro 
Vargas on his last pitch. 
Frazier hit his 21st homer 
in the second and the 
Mets took advantage of 
a throwing error by short¬ 
stop Nick Ahmed to score 
five more in the third off 
Alex Young (7-4). The Mets 
hit three homers in the fifth 
and Lagares' second hom¬ 
er made it 9-0. 

PHILLIES 9, BRAVES 5 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Cesar 
Hernandez hit one of four 
Philadelphia home runs 
and added an RBI single 
to help the Phillies beat At¬ 
lanta. 

J.T. Realmuto, Jean Segura 
and Adam Haseley also 
went deep for the Phillies. 
They remained two games 
behind the Cubs and Brew¬ 
ers for the second NL wild¬ 
card spot. 

Ronald Acuna Jr. hit his 
39th homer and Ozzie Al- 


bies doubled, homered 
and drove in a pair of runs 
for the NL-East leading 
Braves. Jared Hughes (5-5) 
pitched 1 2/3 scoreless in¬ 
nings in relief of Drew Smy- 
ly. Hector Neris got the final 
four outs for his 26th save in 
32 chances. Julio Teheran 
(10-9) was the loser. 
CARDINALS 10, ROCKIES 3 
DENVER (AP) — Dexter 
Fowler and Kolten Wong 
opened the game with suc¬ 
cessive home runs and St. 
Louis connected five times 
in all to beat Colorado. 
Marcell Ozuna, Rangel 
Ravelo and Harrison Bader 
also homered for NL Cen¬ 
tral-leading St. Louis. 

Fowler drove the first pitch 
of fhe game from Tim Mel¬ 
ville (2-2) info the second 
deck and Wong followed 
with a drive that soared 
over the center field wall. 
Nolan Arenado homered 
and doubled to drive in a 
pair of runs for Colorado. 
Josh Fuentes hit his first big 
league home run. 

Miles Mikolas (9-13) went 
five innings and allowed 
three runs on five hits. 
PIRATES 4, GIANTS 2 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Joe Musgrove pitched five 
shutout innings and hit a 
triple, Jacob Stallings hom¬ 
ered and Pittsburgh beat 
San Francisco. 

The Pirates took three of 
four in the series and have 
won 14 of their last 20 
games in San Francisco 
dating to 2014. 

Musgrove (10-12) struck out 
seven, gave up four hits 
and walked none. Felipe 
Vazquez worked around a 
first-and-third, no-outs situa¬ 
tion in the ninth for his 28th 
save in 31 attempts. 

Evan Longoria homered for 
the Giants. Jeff Samardzija 
(10-12) was the loser.Q 


Alvarez moves up to challenge Kovalev for 175-pound title 


LAS VEGAS (AP) — Canelo Alvarez will move up 
to light heavyweight to take on Sergey Kovalev 
for a piece of the 175-pound title on Nov. 2 in 
Las Vegas. 

Alvarez, who currently holds titles at 160 pounds, 
will try to become a champion in his fourth 
weight class, meeting Kovalev in a scheduled 
12-round fight at the MGM Grand. The fight was 
announced Friday by Golden Boy Promotions, 
which promotes the Mexican champion. 

The 29-year-old Alvarez is coming off a decision 


win over Daniel Jacobs in May. Kovalev de¬ 
fended his piece of the light heavyweight title 
Aug. 24 by stopping Anthony Yarde in Russia. 
Kovalev (34-3-1) is known as a big puncher with 
knockouts in 29 of his wins. Buf the 36-year-old 
Russian lost twice to Andre Ward and struggled 
at times against Yarde before stopping him in 
the 11th round. 

Alvarez (52-1-2) is the biggest fighter and star 
from Mexico. His only defeat came in 2013, 
when he lost a decision to Floyd Mayweather 


Jr. He has held titles in three weight classes, be¬ 
ginning at 154 pounds. 

“Canelo is to be praised for asking to challenge 
Sergey Kovalev,” said Kathy Duva, who pro¬ 
motes Kovalev. “Win or lose, he will make his¬ 
tory and Sergey is extremely pleased to get the 
chance to test his mettle against another future 
Hall of Famer." 

The fight will be broadcast by the streaming 
service DAZN, which has a long-term deal with 
Alvarez. □ 
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Officiating woes are not monopolized by NFL 



In this May 15, 2019, file photo, San Jose Sharks defenseman Erik Karlsson (65), of Sweden, scores the winning goal past St. Louis 
Blues goaltender Jordan Binnington (50) during overtime in Game 3 of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup Western Conference final series 
in St. Louis. A major officiating gaffe occurred in the Stanley Cup playoffs when San Jose's Karlsson scored a goal set up by a hand 
pass. While hockey officials have the toughest job _ they must be able to skate like the players _ they do not get a pass for their 
mistakes, either. 


By BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer 

While Saints fans must be 
feeling picked on as NFL 
game officials made an¬ 
other error that damaged 
them in the opener, it must 
be noted that pro football 
hardly has a monopoly on 
officiating problems. 

Yes, things have gotten 
murky in that area in the 
NFL, so much so that pass 
interference now can be 
challenged by coaches 
and reviewed in video re¬ 
play. Don’t underestimate 
how big a step that was 
for the league, though 
when Commissioner Roger 
Goodell seeks something, 
he usually gets it. 

Issues with NFL officiating 
hardly are new. They get 
more focus and grow more 
controversial as TV technol¬ 
ogy develops. But never for¬ 
get that the guys blowing 
whistles are seeing things in 
real time, in a sport played 
by men who become big¬ 
ger, faster and stronger by 
the year. NFL officiating is 
all about angles and mak¬ 
ing quick decisions. 

“No one on the field has 
the benefit of slow-motion 
replays and lengthy looks 
at what just happened,” 
says former NFL officiating 
chief Mike Pereira, now 
one of Fox’s officiating an¬ 
alysts, along with his suc¬ 
cessor at the league, Dean 
Blandino. “It’s bang-bang, 
all the time.” 

As it is in most sports that 
require rules enforcers. And 
replay, which is designed 
to, well, get things right, is 
not infallible. Or, the judg¬ 
ment of those watching re¬ 
plays and then making de¬ 
cisions isn’t always perfect. 
Maybe the spotlight shines 
even brighter on the NFL 
because of all the eyeballs 
watching in the stands or 
on TV or streaming games 
— most of them critics with 
their own opinions on every 
play. Certainly the fact pro 
football draws the most wa¬ 
gering in the United States, 
and an officiating blunder 
can cost bettors tons of 
money, leads to hefty cen¬ 
sure. 

The league itself doesn’t 
make it easy on its offi¬ 
cials because there are so 
many (too many) rules, plus 


tangents and addendums 
to the rules. And because 
the NFL prizes experience 
in its crews, it winds up with 
older people who, frankly, 
can’t always keep up. 

To identify the NFL’s officiat¬ 
ing as the worst in pro sports, 
as we often hear when an 
egregious error such as the 
one in the NFC title game is 
made, probably is unfair — 
something Saints fans don’t 
want to hear. 

College football has major 
issues, too, such as target¬ 
ing. It shouldn't be easy to 
police and enforce, but 
the penalty is so punitive: 
ejection from the game. 
The college version of re¬ 
play allows everything re¬ 
viewed, which can really 
slow the game; four-hour 
contests aren’t unusual 
these days. 

A broader issue is officials 
are sfill employed by con¬ 
ferences and if creates an 
appearance of conflicts of 
interest, especially in non¬ 
conference games. 
Consider the other three 
most popular U.S. sports, 
too. 

BASEBALL 

It’s all balls and strikes now. 


exacerbated by the com¬ 
puter box that TV puts on 
the strike zone. If a single 
pitch misses by an inch, ac¬ 
cording to the box, and is 
called a strike, it becomes 
a war. Several players have 
been ejected in the past 
few weeks as games take 
on more importance. Many 
of the rants have come 
against Triple-A umpires fill¬ 
ing in for vets on vacation 
or injured. The Yankees 
alone have had three no¬ 
table blowups, all against 
Triple-A fill-ins at the plate 
— and they’re one of MLB's 
best clubs. 

It’s ramped up, too, de¬ 
bate over using robot um¬ 
pires. That’s still way off in 
the future, although all the 
recent high-profile argu¬ 
ments make some think it’s 
closer than once imagined. 
HOCKEY 

Without question, refer¬ 
ees and linesmen in the 
ice sport have the tough¬ 
est jobs. Hey, they have to 
be able to skate as well as 
many of the players. Do 
you think NBA refs can hif 
3-pointers like Steph Curry? 
The NHL does the best job 
with replay because it’s 


basically limited, with the 
main area of focus wheth¬ 
er a goal was scored. 
The price for failed chal¬ 
lenges can be more cosfly 
though, including winding 
up short-handed. Not quite 
as impactful as what hap¬ 
pened in the Superdome, 
but close, was the entire 
officiating crew missing a 
hand pass in Game 3 of the 
Western Conference final, 
allowing Erik Karlsson to win 
the game. There were no 
remedies for the Blues, who 
went on to win the series 
and, perhaps, save the NHL 
the type of grief the NFL ex¬ 
perienced last winter. 
BASKETBALL 

The structure of the game, 
especially on the pro level, 
increases the difficulty of 
referees’ tasks. Again, like 
the NFL, the NBA prefers 
experience in its officials. 
But the huge, powerful and 
quick players often gather 
in a confined space, espe¬ 
cially in fhe lane. Trying fo 
determine exactly what’s 
going on is ultra-difficult. 
Then there are refs’ inter¬ 
pretations of fhe rules. Is 
James Harden’s step-back 
3-point shot a travel, for 
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instance? A player, again 
highlighting Harden, swing¬ 
ing his arms to draw con¬ 
tact before shooting a foul 
on him or the defense? The 
league basically put in a 
James Harden rule on that. 
No call in any sport is tough¬ 
er than the block/charge 
— particularly when de¬ 
fenders flop like soccer 
players. 

See? Regardless of the 
sport, officiating is a de¬ 
manding and thankless job. 
“Well, I grew up with of¬ 
ficiating," says John Parry, 
who left the field after 19 
seasons and is now ESPN's 
analysts on the subject on 
Monday nights. 

“I don’t remember a world 
without officiating or with¬ 
out the NFL. And I was 
taught early on, old school 
by my father, that your job 
is to go unnoticed. When 
they notice you, you have 
worked a poor football 
game. Make the calls, 
make the calls correct, be 
expeditious with what you 
announce and how you 
enforce.” 

Seems the modern game 
has made that almost an 
impossible taskO 
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Lawmakers ask 4 big tech companies for documents in probe 



House Judiciary Committee Chairman Jerrold Nadler, D-N.Y., right, confers with Rep. David 
Cicilline, D-R.l., left, as the panel approves procedures for upcoming impeachment investigation 
hearings on President Donald Trump, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By MARCY GORDON 
AP Business Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Law¬ 
makers investigating the 
market dominance of 
Big Tech on Friday asked 
Google, Facebook, Ama¬ 
zon and Apple for a broad 
range of documents, mark¬ 
ing a step forward in Con¬ 
gress' bipartisan probe of 
the companies. 

Letters went out to the four 
companies from the lead¬ 
ers of the House Judiciary 
Committee and its sub¬ 
committee on antitrust, 
which has been conduct¬ 
ing a sweeping investiga¬ 
tion of the companies and 
their impact on competi¬ 
tion and consumers. The 
lawmakers are seeking a 
detailed and broad range 
of documents related to 
the companies' sprawling 
operations, including top 
executives' internal com¬ 
munications. 

The move comes as scru¬ 
tiny of the big tech compa¬ 
nies deepens and widens 
across the federal govern¬ 
ment and U.S. states and 
abroad. The Justice De¬ 
partment and the Federal 
Trade Commission are con¬ 
ducting competition inves¬ 
tigations of the companies. 


and state attorneys gen¬ 
eral from both major po¬ 
litical parties have opened 
antitrust investigations of 
Google and Facebook. 
The probe of Google has 
drawn participation by 50 
states and territories. 

“We have to act if we see 
that they’re breaking the 
law,” Rohit Chopra, one 
of the FTC commissioners, 


said Friday in an interview 
on CNBC. 

Chopra, a Democrat, 
wouldn't confirm specifi¬ 
cally names of companies 
that could be under inves¬ 
tigation, but he said the 
agency is consulting close¬ 
ly with the Justice Depart¬ 
ment and the state attor¬ 
neys general as their work 
proceeds. 


Also Friday, the European 
Union's powerful competi¬ 
tion chief indicated that 
she’s looking at expand¬ 
ing regulations on per¬ 
sonal data, dropping an 
initial hint about how she 
plans to use new powers 
against tech companies. 
Margrethe Vestager said 
that while Europeans have 
control over their own data 
through the EU's world¬ 
leading data privacy rules, 
they don't address prob¬ 
lems stemming from the 
way companies use other 
people's data “to draw 
conclusions about me or to 
undermine democracy.” 
The bipartisan accord 
marking the Judiciary an¬ 
titrust inquiry contrasts with 
the bitter divide in the 
panel over the issue of im¬ 
peachment of President 
Donald Trump. Republi¬ 
cans denounced the com¬ 
mittee Democrats’ ap¬ 
proval Thursday of ground 
rules for hearings, which set 
the stage to launch an im¬ 
peachment investigation. 
“Democrats followed the 
yellow brick road, and 
now they're fully lost in Im¬ 
peachment Oz,” said Rep. 
Doug Collins of Georgia, 
the committee's senior Re¬ 
publican. 

The lawmakers set an Oct. 
14 deadline for the tech 
companies to provide the 
documents. 

Spokesmen for Facebook, 


Apple and Amazon didn't 
respond to requests for 
comment Friday. Google 
referred to a recent blog 
post by its senior vice presi¬ 
dent for global affairs, Kent 
Walker, saying the compa¬ 
ny is anticipating addition¬ 
al questions from investiga¬ 
tions and that “We have 
always worked construc¬ 
tively with regulators and 
we will continue to do so.” 
The companies have said 
they'll cooperate fully with 
the congressional investi¬ 
gation. 

Judiciary Committee Chair¬ 
man Rep. Jerrold Nadler, 
D-N.Y., said the docu¬ 
ments will help the commit¬ 
tee understand “whether 
they are using their market 
power in ways that have 
harmed consumers and 
competition and how Con¬ 
gress should respond.” 

The letters went to the four 
companies’ CEOs: Larry 
Page of Google’s par¬ 
ent company Alphabet 
Inc.; Mark Zuckerberg of 
Facebook; Jeff Bezos of 
Amazon; and Tim Cook of 
Apple. They were signed 
by Nadler and Collins; Rep. 
David Cicilline, D-R.L, who 
heads the antitrust sub¬ 
committee leading the 
investigation; and Rep. 
James Sensenbrenner of 
Wisconsin, the subcommit¬ 
tee’s senior Republican. 
Cicilline has said Congress 
and antitrust regulators 
wrongly allowed the big 
tech companies to regu¬ 
late themselves, enabling 
them to operate out of 
control, dominating the 
internet and choking off 
online innovation and en¬ 
trepreneurship. He has sug¬ 
gested legislative changes 
may be needed, though 
he has called breaking up 
the companies a last resort. 
At a hearing of the antitrust 
panel in July, executives of 
the four companies pushed 
back against lawmakers' 
accusations that they op¬ 
erate as monopolies, lay¬ 
ing out ways in which they 
say they compete fairly yet 
vigorously against rivals in 
the marketplace. 

Cicilline said he was dissat¬ 
isfied with the answers the 
executives gave to law¬ 
makers' questions, calling 
their testimony “evasive.”□ 


EU competition chief hints at new 
data rules for tech firms 



In this Thursday, July 18, 2019 file photo, European Antitrust 
Commissioner Margrethe Vestager talks during a news 
conference at the European Commission headquarters in 
Brussels. 


By KELVIN CHAN 
AP Business Writer 
LONDON (AP) — The Eu¬ 
ropean Union’s powerful 
competition chief indi¬ 
cated Friday that she's 
looking at expanding reg¬ 
ulations on personal data, 
dropping an initial hint 
about how she plans to 
use new powers against 
tech companies. 
Margrethe Vestager said 
that while Europeans 
have control over their 
own data through the 
EU's world-leading data 
privacy rules, they don't 
address problems stem¬ 
ming from the way com¬ 
panies use other people's 
data, “to draw conclu¬ 
sions about me or to un¬ 
dermine democracy.” 

“So we may also need 
broader rules to make 
sure that the way compa¬ 


nies collect and use data 
doesn't harm the funda¬ 
mental values of our so¬ 
ciety,” Vestager said in a 
speech in Copenhagen . 
Vestager spoke days af¬ 
ter she was appointed 
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to a second term as the 
EU’s competition com¬ 
missioner. She was also 
given new powers as an 
executive vice president 
to shape the bloc's digital 
policiesO 
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Millennial Money: #couplegoals start with a money summit 



In this June 27, 2018, file photo a couple is silhouetted against moonlight reflecting off the Missouri 
River as they watch the full moon rise beyond downtown buildings in Kansas City, Mo. 
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By KELSEY SHEEHY 
Associated Press 

Spreadsheets and savings 
goals aren't sexy. That’s 
probably why great love 
stories, when retold, don’t 
delve into household fi¬ 
nances. But money is a 
central part of any relation¬ 
ship. And how you deal with 
it (or don’t) can determine 
whether your own tale is a 
short story or a novel. 
“Getting on the same page 
financially is crucial to be¬ 
ing happy and having a 
long-lasting marriage,” says 
Marie O’Keefe, a financial 
advisor at Northwestern 
Mutual. 

That’s not just lip service. A 
whopping 82% of engaged 
and newly married cou¬ 
ples say they feel closer to 
their mate when they’re in 
agreement about money, 
according to a survey by 
Northwestern Mutual and 
The Knot. 

But that same survey found 
that only 37% of couples 
actually talk about their 
finances monthly. If that 
sounds like you and your 
partner, it's time to sched¬ 
ule a money summit. 

“I’m a huge proponent of 
financial summits . espe¬ 
cially when you're moving 
in with each other or get¬ 
ting engaged, because 
that’s when your lives begin 
to merge,” O’Keefe says. 

If you’re combining house¬ 
holds, you need to tackle 
day-to-day tasks like mak¬ 
ing a budget and divvying 
up financial responsibilities. 
You also need to hit the big 
picture stuff, namely debt 


and financial goals, like 
saving for a house, retire¬ 
ment, vacation, a baby or 
all of the above. 

That first meeting might be 
a doozy — you have a lot 
of ground to cover and 
potentially some financial 
baggage to unpack — but 
once you get into a groove, 
your summits will get easier. 
These guidelines can keep 
your talk on track, even 
when things get uncom¬ 
fortable. 

1. PUT IT ON THE CALENDAR 

Don't spring a major finan¬ 
cial conversation on your 
partner. Instead, schedule 
it so you both can come to 
the table prepared men¬ 
tally and emotionally. 

Not every summit needs 


an hour or even 30 min¬ 
utes — Marla Mattenson , 
a relationship expert, has 
a 15-minute check-in ev¬ 
ery Friday with her partner 
— but some topics warrant 
more time and attention. 

If you're butting heads on a 
financial goal, for example, 
or need to make major ad¬ 
justments to your budget, 
debt or retirement plan, 
give yourselves enough 
time to unpack those is¬ 
sues. 

Mattenson suggests build¬ 
ing in some buffer time, so 
you're not going straight 
from your summit into din¬ 
ner with friends. 

“You might have emotions 
you need to deal with af¬ 
ter the meeting,” she says. 


“Have some ‘me’ time or 
some ‘us’ time built into the 
after-meeting time.” 

2. HAVE AN AGENDA 
Giving your summit some 
structure will make it easier 
to stay on task. Mattenson 
likes the “rose, bud, thorn, 
earth” approach. 

— Rose: Start with the stuff 
that’s going well. Did you 
stick to your budget or hit 
a savings goal? Celebrate 
that! 

— Bud: Next, move onto 
new things to consider. Do 
you want to get a puppy? 
Need a new car? Did you 
just get hit with a big medi¬ 
cal bill? Now’s the time to 
figure out how that fits into 
your financial plan. 

—Thorn: Talk openly and 


honestly about any chal¬ 
lenges getting in the way 
of your goals. 

—Earth: This is the big pic¬ 
ture stuff — your goals and 
visions for the future, and 
any steps you need to take 
to achieve them. 

Stick to your time, even if 
you don’t get to everything 
on your agenda. Better to 
carry things over than to 
carry on for hours, getting 
tired and frustrated as the 
meeting drags on. 

“You're not going to solve 
everything in the first meet¬ 
ing, or the third, or maybe 
even the 10th,” O’Keefe 
says. “Write down the 
things you still need to talk 
about and come away 
from each meeting with an 
action plan." 

3. SET THE MOOD 
Turn off your phones. Turn 
off the TV. Turn on some mu¬ 
sic. Pour yourselves a drink 
— wine, beer. White Claw, 
you pick. Sit down next to 
each other and talk. 

“You want to get into the 
good vibes of your relation¬ 
ship unit,” Mattenson says. 
“Sitting next to each other, 
it’s like the two of you work¬ 
ing together on an issue, 
rather than against each 
other.” 

Agree to be honest, kind 
and judgment-free. And 
be attentive to any tension 
bubbling up. If you’re get¬ 
ting tense or your partner 
is getting defensive, call a 
timeout. Acknowledge the 
tension, defuse it (a hug 
does wonders, Mattenson 
says) and get back to your 
agendaO 


US stocks edge lower as tech drop offsets banks’ gains 


By ALEX VEIGA 
Associated Press 

Major U.S. stock indexes 
edged mostly lower in af¬ 
ternoon trading Friday, giv¬ 
ing up some of the market’s 
gains from earlier in the 
week. Still, stocks were on 
track for their third straight 
weekly gain, having been 
bolstered in prior sessions 
by an easing of tensions in 
the U.S.-China trade war. 

A slide in technology 
stocks, along with losses 
in consumer-focused and 
real estate companies, off¬ 
set solid gains in financial 


and industrial stocks. 

Bond yields rose sharply af¬ 
ter the government report¬ 
ed that Americans kept 
spending money in Au¬ 
gust, particularly on cars. 
The yield on the 10-year 
Treasury rose to 1.88% from 
1.79% late Thursday. 

That helped lift bank stocks, 
which rely on higher yields 
to set interest rates and 
make more money from 
loans. JPMorgan rose 1.9% 
and Citigroup rose 1.7%. 
Industrial stocks notched 
some of the strongest gains. 
Boeing climbed 1.4% and 


Union Pacific added 2.2%. 
The decline in technology 
stocks marked a reversal 
from Thursday, when the 
sector led a broad market 
rally. Apple and Broadcom 
were the heaviest weights 
holding the sector down. 
Apple is among several big 
technology companies be¬ 
ing asked for documents as 
part of a Congressional an¬ 
titrust investigation. Apple 
slid 2.5%. Chipmakers fell af¬ 
ter Broadcom warned that 
demand remains weak 
and couldn’t project when 
it will pick up again.Q 



Traders Edward Curran, left, and Gregory Rowe work on the floor 
of the New York Stock Exchange, Friday, Sept. 13, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★★★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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France bans shows by ailing bear 
following abuse complaints 


By SYLVIE CORBET 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — French au¬ 
thorities have banned the 
owners of a sick bear from 
displaying the animal in 
public shows after an in¬ 
spection found that it suf¬ 
fered from severe health 
problems and was being 
held under poor condi¬ 
tions. 

Friday’s rare move by the 
Environment Ministry fol¬ 
lowed complaints by ani¬ 
mal rights groups over the 
treatment of Mischa, an 
adult male bear displayed 
in medieval fairs and pri¬ 
vate shows across France. 
A ministry statement said 
vets have treated Mischa 
after performing health 
checks on him earlier this 
week. 

His owners, a couple of 
bear-baiters in central 
France, were ordered to 
ensure that he enjoys prop¬ 
er veterinary care. 

Another inspection will take 
place within five days to 
ensure the order is respect¬ 
ed. If not, the bear could 
be seized, the ministry said. 
A video from the Aves 
France association showed 
Mischa at a show Sunday 
in northern France appear¬ 
ing physically weak and 
having difficulty walking. 
Arnauld Lhomme, in 
charge of investigations 
at the 30 Million Friends 
foundation, told The As¬ 
sociated Press that French 
animal protection groups 


have known about Mischa 
for years. The bear baiters 
have authorization to buy 
and own bears in France 
but their company filed for 
bankruptcy last year, he 
said. The trainers own three 
brown bears but only one, 
Mischa, is docile enough 
for shows. 

An online petition 
launched by One Voice, 
an animal rights group, has 
urged that all three bears 
be freed from cages. 

It was signed by 36,000 
people. 

Lhomme said he is very 
skeptical about the de¬ 
termination of French au¬ 
thorities to actually protect 
Mischa, criticizing the five- 
day delay they granted his 
owners. 

The ministry's statement is 
“strong” yet “I think unfortu¬ 
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nately it’s useless,” he said. 
“So far the decision does 
not go in the direction of 
what we have requested 
for years: a ban on itiner¬ 
ant animal shows.” 
Lhomme says a judicial in¬ 
vestigation is ongoing on 
the case. 

The French government 
says it will soon present an 
“action plan” to improve 
conditions for wild animals 
in captivity. 

Measures will focus on fur 
mink farms, zoos, dolphina¬ 
riums and animals in circus 
and shows. □ 
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Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $ 14k 
2B Oceanside $8500 
GV $6k OV $7k 
3BEDROOM $12500 

PLATINUM Season 

2B Oceanfront $27k 
Oceanside $16500 
Oceanview $15500 
3BEDROOM $26k 
*WK. 51 GV $39k 
*WK 52 OV $49k 
* Weeks 7 and 14-all views 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $ 14k 
2B OV $8000 

1 Bed $4000 

IB Oceanfront $7500 

PLATINUM Season 

2 Bed OV $16500 
2B Oceanfront $24k 
1B OV $ 10k 

** Destination points $9 per 
point 

La Cabana Beach Resort 
2BD - Weeks 30-33 #322BC and 
412BC $6500 each wk 

Divi Aruba Phoenix 

Week 27 Penthouse 2 Bed 3 Bath 

Other weeks also available 

We Need Sellers!!! 

Costa Linda & Playa Linda 
& All Divi Weeks 

We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 
agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


Contact: 

j ulie@conciergerealty.com 

888-888-2204 Ext 111 


Website: 

www.conciergerealty.com 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

del Pueblo Tel. 582 1253 
San Nicolas: 

Aloe Tel. 584 4606 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


Police 100 

Oranjestad 527 3140 

Noord 527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 527 2900 

San Nicolas 584 5000 

Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



September 17 


Celebrity Equinox 
September 18 
Monarch 
Carnival Magic 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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A gene-editing first: scientists tried CRISPR to fight HIV 


By MARILYNN MARCHIONE 
AP Chief Medical Writer 

Scientists are reporting the 
first use of the gene-editing 
tool CRISPR to try to cure a 
patient's HIV infection by 
providing blood cells that 
were altered to resist the 
AIDS virus. 

The gene-editing tool has 
long been used in research 
labs, and a Chinese scien¬ 
tist was scorned last year 
when he revealed he used 
it on embryos that led to 
the birth of twin girls. Editing 
embryos is considered too 
risky, partly because the 
DNA changes can pass to 
future generations. 
Wednesday's report in the 
New England Journal of 
Medicine, by different Chi¬ 
nese researchers, is the first 
published account of using 
CRISPR to treat a disease in 
an adult, where the DNA 
changes are confined to 
that person. 

The attempt was successful 
in some ways but fell short 
of being an HIV cure. 

Still, it shows that gene ed¬ 
iting holds promise and 
seems precise and safe in 
this patient so far, said Dr. 
Carl June, a University of 
Pennsylvania genetics ex¬ 
pert who wrote a commen¬ 
tary in the journal. 

"That's really good for the 
field," June said. 

Chinese government 



This 2011 electron microscope image made available by the Centers for Disease Control shows 
HIV virions. 


grants paid for the re¬ 
search, which was done 
openly with advance no¬ 
tice on a scientific registry 
and standard informed 
consent procedures. Some 
of those steps were missing 
or questioned in last year's 
embryo work. 

"There are no ethical con¬ 
cerns on this one," June 
said. 

Gene editing permanently 
alters DNA, the code of life. 
CRISPR is a relatively new 
tool scientists can use to 
cut DNA at a specific spot. 


The new case involves a 
27-year-old man with HIV 
who needed a blood stem 
cell transplant to treat can¬ 
cer. Previously, two other 
men were apparently 
cured of both diseases by 
transplants from donors 
with natural resistance to 
HIV because they have a 
gene mutation that pre¬ 
vents HIV from entering 
cells. 

Since donors like this are 
very rare, the Chinese sci¬ 
entists tried to create similar 
HIV resistance by "editing" 


Associated Press 

that gene in blood cells in 
the lab to try to mimic the 
mutation. 

The transplant put the 
man's cancer in remission, 
and the cells that were al¬ 
tered to resist HIV are still 
working 19 months later. 
But they comprise only 5% 
to 8% of such blood cells, 
so they're outnumbered 
by ones that can still be in¬ 
fected. 

"They need to approach 
90% or more, I think, to ac¬ 
tually have a chance of 
curing HIV," June said. 



Scientists are testing various 
ways to make the gene 
editing more efficient, and 
"our results show the proof 
of principle" for this ap¬ 
proach, one study leader, 
Hongkui Deng of Peking 
University in Beijing, wrote in 
an email. 

One very encouraging re¬ 
sult: multiple tests show that 
the editing did not have 
unintended effects on oth¬ 
er genes. 

"One of the concerns is 
that they could make a 
Frankenstein cell, that they 
would hit other genes in¬ 
stead of the intended tar¬ 
get," so it's good that this 
did not happen, June said. 
China appears to be mov¬ 
ing fast on such research 
and may get treatments 
approved sooner than the 
United States, June said. He 
has financial ties to some 
gene therapy companies 
and is leading a different 
study testing CRISPR to fight 
cancer in the U.S. Three pa¬ 
tients have been treated 
so far and some results are 
expected by the end of this 
year. 

Several other U.S. studies 
have been trying to con¬ 
trol HIV by altering patients' 
own blood cells using a 
different gene editing tool 
called zinc finger nucleas¬ 
es. The first such test began 
a decade ago in the U.S.Q 



In this July 31,2010 file photo, Morgan Parmet, 24, of Washington, 
holds a bag of peanuts that she bought at Nationals Park, as the 
Philadelphia Phillies play against the Washington Nationals, in 
Washington. 
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Health experts back treatment for kids 
with peanut allergy 


By MATTHEW PERRONE 
AP Health Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Gov¬ 
ernment experts on Friday 
backed an experimental 
treatment for children with 
peanut allergies that could 
become the first federally 
approved option for pre¬ 
venting life-threatening re¬ 
actions. 

The treatment is daily cap¬ 
sules of peanut powder 
that gradually help chil¬ 
dren build up a tolerance. 
The outside panel of advis¬ 
ers to the Food and Drug 
Administration voted over¬ 
whelmingly in favor of the 
treatment from Aimmune 
Therapeutics. The nonbind¬ 
ing vote amounts to an en¬ 
dorsement for approval. 


The FDA is expected to 
make its final decision by 
January. 

The panelists said the medi¬ 
cation was an important 
option for parents and chil¬ 
dren dealing with peanut 
allergies. However, several 
also said they had con¬ 
cerns because the pill has 
to be taken continuously to 
maintain its effect. 

An estimated 1.6 million 
children and teenagers in 
the U.S. would be eligible 
for the medication, to be 
sold as Palforzia, which is 
intended for ages 4 to 17. 
Peanut allergy is the most 
common food allergy in the 
country and the standard 
treatment involves strictly 
monitoring what children 


eat. That approach doesn't 
always work and acciden¬ 
tal exposure is common, 
sending 1 in 4 children with 
peanut allergies to the 
emergency room every 
year. 

Parents at Friday's meet¬ 
ing urged approval of the 
drug, describing the anxi¬ 
ety of watching their chil¬ 
dren's diet and daily rou¬ 
tine, even avoiding public 
places and transportation 
because of possible pea¬ 
nut residues. 

'These are constant and 
real fears with extreme 
consequences," said Cathy 
Heald of Dallas, whose 
12-year-old son Charlie 
took part in a study of the 
treatment. □ 
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Cardi B, A$AP Rocky and more support Rihanna’s Diamond Ball 



Diamond Ball benefit gala at Cipriani Wall Street on Thursday, 


By GARY GERARD HAMIL¬ 
TON 

Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP)—Like many 
kids, Rihanna dreamed of 
someday growing up to 
be rich, but helping others 
was at the forefront of her 
vision. 

“It’s always been impor¬ 
tant to me before any 
success," she told The As¬ 
sociated Press Thursday at 
her annual Diamond Ball 
charity gala. “As a kid, just 
seeing those commercials 
on television with the kids in 
Africa where it’s like, ‘it just 
takes 10 cent or 25 cents to 
help somebody,’ . I used 
to think, ‘When I grow up, 
I’m a gonna be rich and 
I’m going to make a lot of 
money and I could make a 
lot of 10 cents and a lot of 
25 cents.’" 

She's made a lot more than 
that as superstar singer and 
now fashion and beauty 
mogul, and with her Clara 
Lionel Foundation has 
doled out money around 
the globe to help support 
education programs, wom¬ 
en’s health and emergen¬ 
cy response organizations 
for people in need. 

The foundation named af¬ 
ter Rihanna’s grandparents 
raised more than $5 million 
Thursday night. Cardi B and 
Offset, A$AP Rocky, Karlie 
Kloss, DJ Khaled, 21 Sav¬ 
age, Pharrell Williams and 
others came out to support 
the glittering charity dinner, 
which even featured an 
impromptu performance 
by Rihanna and Williams. 


Rihanna attends the 5th annual 
Sept. 12, 2019, in New York. 

“I'm a fan of her energy. 
She has a beautiful soul,” DJ 
Khaled said before enter¬ 
ing the event at Cipriani's 
in downtown Manhattan 
with his pregnant wife. “In 
my book, she keeps it mad 
real . It’s just a beautiful 
day, we’re putting beauti¬ 
ful energy out there.” 

It was the second all-star 
event Rihanna staged this 
week. Khaled, Halsey and 
more turned out for her New 
York Fashion Week show on 
Tuesday, an extravaganza 
for her lingerie line Savage 
X Fenty that featured mu¬ 
sical performances along 
with a catwalk. 

The star wowed on the red 
carpet dressed in a black 
velvet turtleneck dress with 
a flared skirt. 


“Just glam. She's so glam¬ 
orous, she's so gorgeous. 
Anytime I think of Rihanna, I 
just think of just glam," said 
rapper Megan Thee Stal¬ 
lion. 

Rihanna told the crowd 
she was “humbled” by the 
support for Clara Lionel, 
and noted that her grand¬ 
mother Clara Brathwaite, 
who died seven years ago, 
would tell her helping oth¬ 
ers is “about the collective 
joining forces." 

She told the AP her con¬ 
nection to her grandpar¬ 
ents makes the event a 
sentimental one. 

“So these things get really 
personal, emotional, and 
I just want to expand this 
every year to a different 
cause because I don't feel 
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like people deserve to be 
left out and that that's re¬ 
ally the core of the founda¬ 
tion," she said. 

Inside the event, which 
started two hours late and 
was hosted by Seth Mey¬ 
ers, stars mingled in a hall 
that was decorated with 
a tropical, colorful motif. 
A$AP Rocky, recently freed 
after a legal battle in Swe¬ 
den that saw him behind 
bars there for weeks, held 
court at one table as he 
chatted with 2 Chainz and 
others; Cardi B bid a very 
exact $109,000 for a rare 
copy of a book on Rihan¬ 
na, along with a two-thou¬ 
sand pound marble stand 
designed to hold it. 

The night was not without 
some controversy: One of 


the honorees, activist and 
journalist Shaun King, has 
been accused of mishan¬ 
dling money he claims he's 
received for various causes 
he supports. The Clara 
Lionel Foundation was al¬ 
most immediately met with 
backlash after it was an¬ 
nounced King would be 
a Diamond Ball honoree, 
forcing King to release a 72- 
page report in an attempt 
to defend himself against 
the allegations. 

The foundation’s executive 
director stood by the de¬ 
cision to honor King, who 
has been a supporter of 
Clara Lionel.“We decided 
to honor Shaun King for a 
reason, and we decided to 
honor Shaun King for that 
same reason tonight," said 
Justine Lucas, executive di¬ 
rector of the foundation. 
King, who defended him¬ 
self on Twitter just before 
the event, did not address 
the allegations as he ac¬ 
cepted his honor, instead 
imploring the crowd to 
work harder to fight injus¬ 
tice: “It’s not good enough 
to have good intentions." 
Cardi B stood up for King 
just before the event. 

“One of the main reasons 
why is so important for me 
to be here is because Ri¬ 
hanna is honoring Shaun 
King. A lot of people need 
to follow Shaun King on 
Instagram. He protests so 
much for all minorities, he 
protests so much for the 
whole entire world," said 
the Grammy-award win¬ 
ning rapper. □ 


Amsterdam museum presents results 
of 5-year Chagall research 



Stedelijk Museum Conservator Madeleine Bisschoff points 
at Marc Chagall’s painting “The Synagogue at Safad” in 
Amsterdam, Friday, Sept. 13, 2019, during a presentation of 
results of a five-year research project into the painter. 

Associated Press 


By MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 
AMSTERDAM (AP) — For 

much of Russian-French 
Modernist painter Marc 
Chagall's life, which took 
him from a tiny village in 
rural Russia to St. Peters¬ 
burg, Paris and New York, 
he remained remarkably 
faithful to eight pigments 
in his colorful works, ac¬ 
cording to new research 
unveiled Friday at Amster¬ 
dam’s Stedelijk Museum. 
Experts at the museum 
spent five years minutely 


studying nine paintings by 
the artist, who blended 
modernist styles such as 
Cubism and Fauvism in 
works on surfaces ranging 
from traditional canvases 
to ceramics, stained win¬ 
dows, an opera house 
ceiling and even a table¬ 
cloth. 

“One of the things that 
struck me really was that 
he’s so consistent in the 
materials that he used. 
Eight pigments that he 
used these 35 years," said 
Paintings conservator 


Meta Chavannes. “That’s 
quite striking I think even 
though he moved around 
so much." And while Cha¬ 
gall's paintings, infused 
with folk references and 
surreal touches, can ap¬ 
pear whimsical, Cha¬ 
vannes said he was guid¬ 
ed at times by the material 
he painted on, including 
a checkered tablecloth 
for one of his most famous 
works, “The Fiddler.” 

“One of the things that was 
really interesting was ... to 
find out how pragmatic 


he was," Chavanne said. 
“Using this tablecloth, this 
grid pattern and filling in 
the checks. ... They’re not 


particularly figurative, they 
don’t tell the story, but he 
obviously felt compelled 
to fill in those shapes.”□ 
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Terrific cast but too much white noise in ‘Silence’ 


By JOCELYN NOVECK 
Associated Press 

Market it right, and you can 
get people to pay for liter¬ 
ally anything these days. 
Especially in Manhattan. 
That’s why it’s not especial¬ 
ly shocking when, at the 
start of the “The Sound of 
Silence,” the lead charac¬ 
ters of Peter and Ellen meet 
because she's hired him to 
tune her apartment. 

Yes, we said tune her apart¬ 
ment, and no, she doesn't 


live inside a piano. Peter 
(an excellent, excruciat¬ 
ingly sensitive Peter Sars- 
gaard) is a “home tuner," 
able to detect the imper¬ 
ceptible frequencies com¬ 
ing from, say, your refrig¬ 
erator or toaster — which 
in turn are affecting your 
mood and behavior. Ellen 
(a terrific Rashida Jones) is 
stressed and can't sleep, 
and friends have suggested 
that Peter, whose work has 
been written up in The New 
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This image released by IFC Films shows Peter Sarsgaard in a 
scene from “The Sound of Silence.” 

Associated Press 


Yorker no less, can help. So 
far, so good. We’ve all paid 
for things that sound much 
less sensible, and hey. The 
New Yorker! 

The somewhat frustrating 
thing about “The Sound of 
Silence,” a debut effort by 
director Michael Tyburski, 
who co-wrote the script 
with Ben Nabors, is not that 
we’re asked to buy into this 
boldly quirky premise, but 
that we sometimes can't 
tell if the filmmakers them¬ 
selves buy into it. There are 
moments in which the mov¬ 
ie seems to veer decidedly 
toward self-knowing com¬ 
edy but never quite gets 
there, and then turns so sad 
as to be tragic. The ambiva¬ 


lence becomes distracting, 
like so much white noise. 
The lead performances, 
though, are compelling — 
both intelligent and vulner¬ 
able. In his lived-in tweed 
suit, Sarsgaard is moving as 
a dignified (and indignant) 
man utterly certain he’s 
made a key breakthrough. 
If he’s right, your aural en¬ 
vironment — your neigh¬ 
borhood, your block, even 
your kitchen — determines 
how you feel and also the 
choices you make. 

Peter traipses around the 
city with his tuning forks and 
his headphones, testing 
wind patterns in the park 
and making house calls. At 
Ellen’s place, he lies on her 


bed to better recreate her 
morning routine, then gives 
the diagnosis: she needs to 
replace her toaster. 

Peter certainly makes the 
lives of his clients better, 
helping them sleep or im¬ 
proving their love lives. But 
he craves hard-won rec¬ 
ognition in the academic 
world, especially the honor 
of being published in the 
New American Journal of 
Sound. 

An old professor friend who 
pretends to support him 
(an entertainingly wry Aus¬ 
tin Pendleton) proves a dis¬ 
appointing ally. 

And the professor's assis¬ 
tant (Samuel Diaz), who 
offers logistical support, 
has his own self-advancing 
goals in mind. He suggests 
that Peter could monetize 
his knowledge. 

This isn't about commerce, 
Peter replies sharply. 

Peter takes the same 
stance when offered an 
opportunity by a slick en¬ 
trepreneur, the head of a 
company called Sensory 
Holdings, to make some 
money by selling an aurally 
pleasing atmosphere to 
clients. He doesn't want to 
sink that low. □ 


Best-selling Southern author Anne 
Rivers Siddons dies at 83 



This Sept. 21, 2000 file photo shows Author Anne Rivers Siddons 
at her Brooklin, Maine, cottage. 


Associated Press 
CHARLESTON, S.C. (AP) 

— Anne Rivers Siddons, 
a best-selling Southern 
author known for novels 
“Heartbreak Hotel” and 
“Peachtree Road,” has 
died. She was 83. 

Siddons died Wednesday 
morning at her home in 


Associated Press 

Charleston, South Carolina, 
news outlets reported. Her 
cause of death was lung 
cancer, her stepson David 
Siddons told The Post and 
Courier. 

Siddons was born Sybil 
Anne Rivers on Jan. 9, 1936 
in Fairburn, Georgia. She 
attended Auburn University 


in 1954 and wrote for the 
student newspaper. The 
Auburn Plainsman. Siddons 
wrote columns in the pa¬ 
per in favor of integration 
which gave her national 
attention and got her fired 
from the paper. Her 1976 
novel “Heartbreak Hotel” is 
loosely based on the expe¬ 
rience. 

“She was the epitome of 
the proper Southern wom¬ 
an she was raised to be 
and yet she found herself in 
the middle of the civil rights 
movement, and wrote 
about it, and joined in, and 
became this incredible fig¬ 
ure,” friend and fellow au¬ 
thor Cynthia Graubart said. 
“Heartbreak Hotel" was 
turned into the feature film 
“Heart of Dixie” in 1989. 
Another novel, “The House 
Next Door,” was the basis 
of a made-for-television 
movie released in 2006.Q 
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New Atwood novel ‘The Testaments’ revisits dystopian world 


By JILL LAWLESS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Margaret 
Atwood often gets asked 
if “The Testaments,” her se¬ 
quel to “The Handmaid’s 
Tale,” is set in a dystopian 
world. 

“Let us hope so,” she says 
drily. The Canadian author 
noted as her new novel 
was published with a fero¬ 
cious blast of publicity Tues¬ 
day that several U.S. states 
recently enacted laws to 
limit women's reproductive 
rights. She likened it to the 
extreme control over wom¬ 
en in Gilead, the theocratic 
future United States where 
both “The Handmaid’s 
Tale” and “The Testaments” 
are set. 

“If you look at the legislative 
moves made by a number 
of different states within the 
United States, you can see 
that some of them are al¬ 
most there,” Atwood said 
at London’s British Library 
during a publication-day 
news conference. 

When “The Handmaid’s 
Tale” was published in 
1985, some readers found 
the idea of a fundamen¬ 
talist state supplanting the 
democratic United States 
far-fetched. Now, it strikes 
many as eerily prescient 
with authoritarianism on 
the rise around the world. 
Atwood said she wasn’t a 
prophet, just observant. 

“In 1985, people were al¬ 
ready saying these kinds of 



Canadian author Margaret Atwood speaks during a press conference at the British Library to 
launch her new book ‘The Testaments' in London, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2019. 

Associated Press 


things,” Atwood said. “(Pol¬ 
iticians) were talking about 
what they would like to do 
in the United States if they 
had the power. And now 
they do have the power." 
Atwood says she long re¬ 
sisted revisiting the world 
of “The Handmaid’s Tale” 
because she didn’t think 
she could recapture the 
voice of narrator Offred, a 
“handmaid" compelled to 
bear children for a power¬ 
ful man. 

The success of the Emmy 
Award-winning “Hand¬ 
maid's Tale” television se¬ 
ries starring Elizabeth Moss - 
and renewed interest in the 


novel from the TV drama - 
may have helped change 
the writer’s mind. 

“The Testaments" is set 
about 15 years on from 
where “The Handmaid’s 
Tale” ends with Offred flee¬ 
ing to an undetermined 
future. It has three narra¬ 
tors, including Aunt Lydia, 
one of Gilead’s fearsome 
enforcers, who features 
in both book and series of 
“The Handmaid’s Tale." 

The author says the follow¬ 
up tells the story of “the be¬ 
ginning of the end" of Gil¬ 
ead. The TV series that first 
aired in 2017 has helped 
make Atwood’s Gilead a 


cultural touchstone. Dem¬ 
onstrators at women’s 
rights protests routinely don 
the red cloaks and bonnets 
of the show's handmaids. 
Intriguingly, the dominant 
color of “The Testaments,” 
splashed on the book’s 
cover and ad campaign, is 
bright green. 

“There are some new cos¬ 
tume choices in the book,” 
Atwood said. “These kinds 
of regimes are very big on 
outfits." “The Testaments” is 
sure to be one of the year’s 
biggest books, and the 
months leading up to its 
publication were surround¬ 
ed by secrecy - and secu¬ 


rity. Atwood says she and 
the publishers were target¬ 
ed in cyberattacks aimed 
at stealing the manuscript. 
Publisher Penguin’s tight 
pre-publication proce¬ 
dures were slightly compro¬ 
mised when Amazon sent 
some customers copies 
early. Amazon apologized 
for the “technical glitch.” 
The book was launched 
with “Harry Potter” levels of 
hype: midnight festivities in 
British book stores, a press 
conference for internation¬ 
al journalists and a celeb¬ 
rity-studded evening gala 
broadcast to 1,300 movie 
theaters around the world. 
The novel is on the shortlist 
for the prestigious Booker 
Prize — Atwood's sixth time 
as a Booker finalist. She 
has won the prize once 
(for “The Blind Assassin" in 
2000), along with a slew 
of other awards including 
Canada’s Governor Gen¬ 
eral’s Award and the PEN/ 
Pinter tree-speech prize. 
She’s long been consid¬ 
ered a favorite for the 
Nobel Prize for Literature. 
When British writer Kazuo 
Ishiguro won in 2017, he 
said “I apologize to Marga¬ 
ret Atwood that it’s not her 
getting this prize.” 

Atwood was introduced at 
a news conference Tues¬ 
day as a “literary rock star.” 
Atwood, who turns 80 in 
November, said she is 
“pleased and grateful,” 
but unfazed. □ 


The Lumineers create a stunning album in ‘III’ 


By RAGAN CLARK 
Associated Press 

The Lumineers, “III” (Dual¬ 
tone Music Group) 

Films, movies, television, 
books: They all tell stories 
that allow audiences to see 
glimpses of themselves. The 
Lumineers have told their 
own story in “III,” a 10-track 
concept album composed 
of three chapters that fol¬ 
lows the fictitious Sparks 
family. The tale is ground¬ 
ed. While the story follows 
the destructive path of ad¬ 
diction as it enters the life of 
matriarch Gloria in Chapter 
I, the struggle faced by the 
family is one recognizable 
to anyone who's had a 
loved one deal with addic¬ 


tion or has faced it them¬ 
selves. It's also a narrative 
that writers Wesley Schultz 
and Jeremiah Fraites know 
intimately. Schultz has a 
homeless relative who 
has battled mental illness 
and addiction and Fraites’ 
brother passed away after 
a heroin overdose. 

Lyrically, The Lumineers use 
searing imagery, painting 
a picture with each song. 
This picture — the life of 
Gloria, her son Jimmy and 
her grandson. Junior — is 
even further illuminated 
by the heartbreaking short 
film that accompanies 
the record. All in all, the 
breadth of the project is 
remarkable. The stunning 
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This cover image released by 
Dualtone shows “III,” the latest 
release by The Lumineers. 

Associated Press 

visual vignettes bring lines 
to life, such as when Schultz 
sings, “A little boy was born 
in February/ You couldn’t 
sober up to hold a baby" 
and you watch Gloria fall, 
clutching her wine glass. 


with the baby playing on 
the floor close by. 

The songs stand on their 
own. Removed from the 
context of the rest of the al¬ 
bum, “Life in the City” is just 
that_a narrative of navi¬ 
gating a difficult and lonely 
city life. But within the larg¬ 
er story, it is part of Gloria’s 
battle, as the city entices 
her with drugs, alcohol and 
sex. 

For their third album. The 
Lumineers employ their typ¬ 
ical sound with piano and 
the gruff vocals of Schultz 
pushing to the front. The 
tracks are not overly pro¬ 
duced, giving a raw, emo¬ 
tive feel to each song. 

The storyline itself, has mo¬ 


ments of hopefulness, but 
it also makes no prom¬ 
ises. While there seems a 
chance that Junior may 
escape the cycle of addic¬ 
tion from the generations 
before him in “Left for Den¬ 
ver,” the ending of the short 
film is ambiguous, question¬ 
ing if he does get away. 

It’s an appropriate ending, 
as it mirrors the reality of 
addiction. There is always 
a chance that the cycle 
will end, but to put a pretty 
little bow around the narra¬ 
tive would be an injustice 
to the subject. The Lum¬ 
ineers bring moments of 
hope, but they recognize 
the lingering darkness of 
addiction. □ 
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